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Some Day 


By the late Annie Johnson Flint 
Who has now seen the fulfillment of 
‘the hopes expressed in these lines 
OMETIMES on summer evenings 
When others all are walking 
Beneath the trees’ green arches 
And softly talking, 
While I, grown faint for coolness 
In which my heart rejoices, 
Can only lie and listen 
To echoes of lost voices, — 
I hush my sighs and say: 
«I shall see a fairer country 
Some day — some day — 
When weariness and longing 
Shall all have passed away ; 
I shall fee] a blessed freshness, 
The breath of God, go stealing 
Through branches of the Tree of Life 
And stir its leaves of healing.”’ 


Sometimes on summer mornings, 
_ _ When church bells all are ringing, 
When through the Sabbath stillness 
I sense the choirs singing, 
The organs softly throbbing 
Though I may not be near them, 
The psalms and prayers ascending 
Though I may never hear them, — 
I hush my heart and say: 
‘I shall hear a sweeter music 
Some day — some day — 
When:earth’s imperfect praising 
Shall all have. passed away ; 
I shall join the many thousands 
Of the ransomed as they sing, 
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah 
To our Lord and King!”’ 


w 

Rehearsals 

Present-day events are not only a repe- 
tition of the past, but they may be a pre- 
diction of the future. It would seem that 
great events, involving nations or the whole 
world, are sometimes a rehearsal for still 
greater and final events. Some one has 


suggested that, as the World War may 
have been a rehearsal of the final and far 
worse war of this age, Armageddon, so 
the present world-wide depression and dis- 
tress of nations may be a rehearsal of the 
Great Tribulation yet to come. Most stu- 
dents of Bible prophecy believe that the 
Great Tribulation will last about three 
years and a half, being brought to an end 
by the mercy of God in the midst of the 
time during which it might otherwise run, 
—for “except those days should be short- 
ened, there should no flesh be saved: but 
for the elect’s sake those days shall be 
shortened” (Matt. 24:22). It is a signifi- 
cant fact that the depression, which the Sun 
Life Assurance Company of Canada says 
is already four times greater than any 
other in history, has now run for not quite 
three and a half years, and there are evi- 
dences that it is nearing its end. If God 
mercifully brings it to an end this spring, 
will most men turn to God in gratitude, or 
will they pride themselves on having tri- 
umphed over adverse circumstances and 
even assure themselves that they can now 
prevent any repetition of such a disastrous 
experience ? 
=— 


Bitter Waters Made Sweet 


God sometimes leads us straight .into 
bitter experiences. We could never know 
the full meaning of his love and power if 
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N THE momentous and crowded day 
| that marked the inauguration of Mr. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt as President of 
the United States there were many phrases, 
either spoken into his ears or uttered by 
his own lips, that come from Holy Scrip- 
tures. It is well worth while to look back 
upon that day in order to realize this, for 
it doubtless escaped the notice of multitudes. 
Again and again during that day the words 
inspired by the Holy Spirit for our comfort 
and for light upon our path were once more 
heard; indeed, heard as never before in the 
history of any nation because of the mil- 
lions who were listening at their radios 
from one end of our land to the other. 

At 10:15 o’clock that morning a private 
service for President-elect and Mrs. Roose- 
velt, members of the new Cabinet, and 
their guests, was held in St. John’s Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church. St. John’s is known 
as the Church of the Presidents, being 
built for their use in 1814. 

The Rev. Robert Johnston, rector of St. 


John’s, officiated, being assisted by other’ 


clergymen. The choir of men and. boys 
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he did not. Bitter times, when God brings 
them, are better times than we could have 
without them. God's pillar of cloud and 
of fire led Israel to the bitter waters of 
Marah. And the Israelites did a very 
strange thing. Forgetting that God had 
brought them triumphantly through the 
Red Sea and forever out of Egypt’s bond- 
age, they “murmured” and complained, 
“What shall we drink?” Of course, if we 
had been there we would not have done 
that, but would have said, Now God is 
going to show his love again by another 
miracle! The Lord told Moses to cast a 
certain tree into the waters, and thus “the 
waters were made sweet” (Exod. 15:25). 
Dr. Scofield’s comment is illuminating. 
“These bitter waters were in the very path 
of the Lord’s leading, and stand for the 
trials of God’s people, which are educatory 
and not punitive. The ‘tree’ is the cross 
(Gal. 3:13). . . . When our Marahs are 
so taken we cast the ‘tree’ into the waters 
(Rom. 5:3, 4).” As we gladly, gratefully 
take up our cross daily, rejoicing in the 
fact that we have been crucified with Christ, 
and that it is no longer we that live but 
Christ liveth in us, we find that the cross is 
our triumphant deliverance from every trial 
and hardship. Because Christ bore all the 
hardship and agony of the cross, we are 
delivered from that hardship and agony. 
In other words, the cross takes the “hard” 
out of “hardship” for every yielded, believ- 
ing child of God. 
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the Inauguration 


sang for the processional Isaac Watts’ glo-. 
rious hymn, “O God, our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come.” Every line 
of this hymn has the mark of Scripture 
truth upon it, and a few of them spring 
directly from precious and familiar pas- 
sages, mostly of the Psalms, but also from 
Moses, Job, and Isaiah, The hymn closes 
with a petition, 


Be Thou our guide while life shall last, 
And our eternal home, 


which at the close of Psalm 48 is in the 
form of a strong conviction and hope: “For 
this God is our God for ever and ever: he 
will be our guide even unto death.” 

Thus before the President-elect had been 
in the house of the Lord five minutes there 
had been carried to his mind and heart, in 
the beauty of song, the prayers and hopes 
and convictions of an ancient patriarch, of 
the great lawgiver, of the King who was 
after God’s own heart, and of the mighty 
prophet Isaiah. 

During the brief twenty-spinute service no 
Scripture l¢sson was read, but the entire fif- 
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teenth Psalm was sung by the choir: -Its 
concluding verse is remarkably appropriate 
in‘ these days of financial difficulties and 
the uncovering of corruption in high places 
in some of our great banking institutions. 
Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? 
who shall dwell in thy holy hill? 


He that walketh uprightly, and worketh 
righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his 
heart... 


He that putteth not out his money to 
usury, nor taketh reward against the inno- 
cent. He that doeth these things shall never 
be moved. 

Two prayers, among others offered, were 
read from the Book of Common Prayer. 
The first was the “Prayer for the President 
of the United States, and all in Civil 
Authority”; the second, from the Revised 
Prayer Book, is called, “A Prayer for Our 
Country.” From the revelation which God 
gave of himself to Abraham, from the 
promises of a good land to Israel through 
Moses, from the prayers and praises of 
King David and King Solomon, and from 
the prayers of Paul, the hopes of John, 
and even phrases of the Apocalypse, are 
made the two beautiful prayers expressed 
so nobly in the very words of Holy Writ. 

During the service that classic expres- 
sion of Christian faith and hope, the Te 
Deum Laudamus, which is at least fifteen 
hundred years old, was sung. Almost the 
whole of revealed truth is discoverable in 
its lines. 

The recessional hymn was the stirring 
hymn of Martin Luther; -“A mighty 
Fortress is our God,” so full of the deepest 
spiritual truth —the greatness of God, the 
glory of Christ, the conflict of the believer 
with Satan, and the victory of faith. 

‘In a period of not more than twenty 
minutes: how marvelously was the Word of 
God, from every age, from prophet, priest, 
and king, carried by song and prcyer into 
the mind and heart of the President of 
our country on the threshold of his assum- 
ing the tremendous burdens of his new 
office. 

Until twelve o’clock the President-elect 
remained with the Committee on Military 
Affairs, in the northwest corner of the 
Senate wing of the capitol, when, with the 
corridors clear except for a cordon of 
United States Marines with locked arms 
and a great number of Secret Service men, 
he walked slowly through the rotunda, 
emerging upon the platform erected at the 
east portico. Chief Justice Hughes arose, 
and, after a few words between the two 
men, the Chief Justice at once proceeded 
to administer the oath, which Mr. Roose- 
velt repeated after him, with his hand upon 
an old Dutch Bible, which has been in the 
Roosevelt family for three centuries. The 
oath is the very briefest: “I, Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, do solemnly swear that 
I will faithfully execute the office of the 
President of the United States, and will 
to the best of my. ability preserve, protect, 
and defend the Constitution of the United 
States, so help me God.” 

We hear of and see oaths taken by plac- 
ing one hand upon the Bible so often that 
we are in danger of forgetting the deep 
solemnity which such an act gives to the 
taking of the oath. John Bourier, in his 
“Law Dictionary” (Philadelphia, 1852), re- 
minds us that an oath is “a declaration 
made according to law, before a competent 
tribunal or officef, to tell the truth; or it 
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is the act of .one who, when lawfully re- 
quired to tell the truth, takes God to wit- 


ness that what he says is true. It is a - 


religious act by which the party invokes 
God not only to *vitness the truth and sin- 
cerity of his promise, but also to avenge 
his imposture or violated faith, or, in other 
words, to punish his perjury if he shall 
be guilty of it.” 

The Bible was open at the passage 
chosen by the President-elect, the thir- 
teenth chapter of First Corinthians. Of 
the seventeen ina-sgurations since the second 
one of President Grant, at only three have 
the passages chosen been in the New Tes- 
tament. At the inauguration of President 
Theodore Roosevelt the passage was James 
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1: 22-25... At -that of President Calvin 
Coolidge it was John 1:1. 
Five: times in his imaugural address 


‘ did the newly-inaugurated’ President use ; 
phrases taken directly from the Holy ’ 


Scriptures, upon which but a moment be- 
fore his hand had rested as he took the oath. 

“We are stricken by no plague of 
locusts,” was President Roosevelt’s asser- 


tion at the beginning of. his message. One . 


cannot help but think of the plague of 
locusts which God inflicted upon Egypt, of 
the warning God gave his own people that, 
if they continued to disobey his command- 
ments, then all their trees and the fruit of 
the land would the locust consume, and of 
(Concluded on page 254) 














Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 








The Resurrection Body 


If John 20:19 indicates that our Lord 
Jesus came through a door without opening 
it, why did the angel roll the stone away 
for him? (Matt. 28: 2.) If he meant what 
he said, he had a body of “flesh and bones” 
(Luke 24: 39), and went through an opened 
doorway even as you or I, did he not? 


Did not Peter go through prison doors 
that opened of their own accord? (Acts 
12:10.) Yours for the truth—A New 
Hampshire reader. 


The resurrection body of our Lord Jesus 
Christ had supernatural qualities and char- 
acteristics, different from the characteristics 
of his body before his resurrection. It 
was the same body in which he had been 
born of the virgin Mary, in which he had 
lived for thirty-three years, and in which 
he had been crucified. This body, when 
dead, had been laid reverently in the tomb; 
it was raised again from the dead on the 
third day, the same yet different. 

There are several evidences of this super- 
natural change. 

The two disciples whom the risen Lord 
joined on their walk to Emmaus were un- 
able to recognize him until “their eyes were 
opened” (Luke 24: 16, 31). 

Mary was unable to recognize the risen 
Lord until he spoke to her, calling her by 
name (John 20: 14-16). 

The risen body was not a body of flesh 
and blood, but of flesh and bones (Luke 
24: 39), for “flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom of God” (1 Cor. 15:50). 

The emphasis in the inspired narrative 
(John 20:19) on the fact that the risen 
Lord appeared to his disciples “when the 
doors were shut,” suddenly standing in their 
midst as they had met secretly in a room, 
indicates that our Lord passed through 
those closed doors, which were not opened 
for him and which he did not open. The 
fact that the same thing occurred eight 
days later, with the same emphasis on closed 
doors, leaves us in no doubt about this: 
“Came Jesus, the doors being shut, and 
stood in the midst” (John 20: 26). 

Nowhere in the Gospels is it said that 
the stone was rolled back from the sep- 
ulcher in or@2r to allow the risen Lord to 
leave. While we are not given any exact 
order of the events, it is evident that when 
“the angel of the Lord descended from 
heaven, and came and rolled back the stone 


from the door, and sat upon it,” the Lord 
had already risen and had left the tomb. 
As has often been said, the stone was rolled 
back, not in order to let the Lord out, but 
to let the disciples in. 

The case of imprisoned Peter was, of 
course, entirely different. He had not died, 
and he had no resurrection body. His de- 
liverance from prison was supernatural, 
brought to pass by “the angel of the Lord,” 
who saw to it that the chains fell from off 
Peter’s hands, and that he was brought 
safely out of prison, and that when they 
reached the formidable “iron gate that lead- 
eth unto the city” this “opened to them of 
his own accord.” It was a series of mir- 
acles, but with no resurrection factor in- 


’ volved. 


The Gospel or Good News of the resur- 
rection, as part of the salvation accom- 
plished for us by our Saviour, is the fact 
that God has ordained “Christ the first- 
fruits; afterward they that are Christ’s 
at his coming” (1 Cor. 15:23). His body 
was raised from the dead; the bodies of 
those who have died trusting-in him shall 
be raised from the dead. 

“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall 
be: but we know that, when he shall ap- 
pear, we shall be like him; for we shall 
see him as he is. And every man that hath 
this hope in him purifieth himself, even as 
he is pure” (1 John 3:2, 3). 





A personal sketch of 
Professor A. H. Sayce 


the great Egyptologist and de- 
fender of the truth of the Old 
Testament, who recently died 
at the ripe age of eighty-seven, 
has been written for The Sun- 
day School Times by his in- 
timate and life-long friend, 


Sir William M. Ramsay 


the noted archeologist and de- 
fender of the truth of the New 
Testament. The sketch will 


appear in next week's issue. 
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| Mussolini —Will 
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ILL Premier Mussolini of Italy, 
Prime Minister MacDonald of 
Great Britain; with the United 


A new series of revealing 


Ralph Norton has been for many years 
a keen student of human character, of biog- 





States, France, and other nations really 
outlaw war in Europe for a decade? That 


character studies 


raphy, of national and international history 
and current events, and his sojourn in Bel- 
gium for the past dozen years has given 





is.the news that has been filling the front 
pages of daily papers throughout the world. 
Mussolini, Man of Mystery and the war 
menace of the world, is at the center of 


By Ralph 
these world-peace plans. 


Last summer THE Sunpay ScHoot Times published an 
account of one of the most extraordinary experiences of our 
generation—the personal interview with Mussolini that was 
granted to Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, Directors of the 
Belgian Gospel Mission. The TIMES now announces a new 
series of articles by Mr. Norton, giving a penetrating study, by 
an outstanding missionary leader, of this Premier and Dictator 
who is the Riddle of Europe and of the world today. 


Mr. Norton will tell more fully of his conversation with 
Signor Mussolini on the subject of the resurrection of the 
Roman Empire in the light: of Bible prophecy. Italy’s Man of 
Destiny was amazed by some of the facts Mr. Norton gave 
him, and showed profound interest in the subject. 


Years ago Mussolini wrote a book giving the Life of John 
Huss, in which he arraigned the Roman Catholic Church with 
terrific invective. Mr. Norton was warned, before the inter- 
view, “Whatever you do, don’t. dare to speak to Mussolini about 
that book.” But he did so, with the utmost frankness; and the 
Dictator answered a point-blank question with equal candor. 
You won’t want to miss this. 


C. Norton 


him a strategic opportunity for diagnosis 
and interpretation of European affairs, par- 
ticularly in the light of prophecy. 

He brings all this to bear in a new 
series of articles on Mussolini, who in recent 
years has been lionized, humanized, deified, demonized, glorified, 
anathematized, loved, and hated as few men of the century. 

Who is Mussolini? What is he? Is he human or super- 
human? Whither is he going? What are his purposes? Out 
of the welter of opinion surging about this strange and fascin- 
ating character Mr. Norton brings us illuminating facts on such 
details as the following: 


The meaning of Fasces and Fascismo. 


Mussolini’s attitude and actions toward the 
Roman Catholic Church. 


The Dictator himself, as man and leader. 
His plans for rebuilding Rome. 
His military preparations and ambitions. 
His attitude toward Protestants in Italy. 
Is Mussolini the Antichrist? 
Why Christian people should know and study these facts. 


“Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch 
and be sober.” 








‘The Increasing Roar of the Masses 


A sign of our Lord's near return 











At THE time of the French Revolution humanity was not 


ready for a world-wide revolution. Today it is. Nation- . 


shaking revolutions have, within a few years, taken place before 
our eyes in Russia, Italy, Spain, Portugak Turkey, now again 
in Germany. Asia is trembling with revolutionary fever, No 
country is free from'it. An American college professor with 
the degree of Doctor of Philosophy from 
Oxford is giving popular lectures on revolt, 





nations, in perplexity for the roaring of the sea and the billows; 
men fainting for fear, and for expectation of the things which 
are coming on the world.” 
“The roaring of the sea and the billows,” as many Bible students - 
agree, means the rising of mankind as a great, coherent, but unor- , 
ganized mass, world-wide in reach, with terrific power for de- 
struction, the waves whipped to a.fury, and 





— not as a theory, but as a working philos- 
ophy of life. 


The great sea of humanity is rising 
throughout the world in power and angry 
resentment. There is a vast literature on 
the subject of revolution. And there is 
more than discussion of revolution — there 
is a growing demand for it on the part of 
millions. The fact should be soberly faced 
that this is going to increase. 


Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, the well-known 
pastor whose writings have often enriched 
these columns, has written for the Times 
an extraordinary study of “The Increasing 
Roar of the Masses,” showing that it is a 
sign of the near return of our Lord. He 
shows from the Scriptures, from current 
events, from masterly and authoritative 
literature, and from the utterances of the 
greatest statesmen of today, the meaning — 
and the fulfillment of our Lord’s infallible 
prediction that just before His return there 
would be “upon the earth distress of 


these articles. 





These two vitally important series 
of articles will appear exclusively in 
Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times be- 
tween now and the end of June, be- 
ginning in the issue of April 22. 
A Ten Weeks Get Acquainted sub- 
scription for 25 cents, sent promptly 
and asking for the Mussolim and 
Prophecy Series, will secure all 
Will you not use 
this inexpensive form of subscrip- 
tion to make sure that your friends 
who may not now be getting the 
Times can have them? If your 
own subscription is due for renewal 
in the near future, please renew 
promptly and miss none of these 
articles, Subscriptions are to be 
sent to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia, 


articulate in a vocal demand. Mankind is 
rising in revolt. . 


Dr. Smith’s remarkable series throws a - 
flood of light on our daily newspapers, 
makes clear the meaning of Bible passages, 
is startling, sobering, even terrifying in 
its convincing and unanswerable conclu- 
sions, but reassuring in its equally con- 
vincing proof that our Lord’s return is near. 


“The vast sea of humanity will continue ° 
to rise higher and higher, whipped up into 
an awful storm and fury by anarchistic 
propaganda penetrating the whole body of 
unredeemed and unbelieving humanity.” 

“Beloved, as the roar of the sea grows 
louder, the return of our Lord draws nearer. 
Indeed, the phrase, ‘when these things be- 
gin’ would indicate that they are therefore 
not conceived of as of long continuance.” 

“The Christ who foresaw so clearly and 
foretold our day is the one who foretold 
also his own return, As the conditions . 
predicted are now upon us, the return, as , 








he said and promised, cannot be far away.” 
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_A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 














By Ernest Gordon 














R. CHISHOLM of Nyassaland, 
Africa, is training large numbers of 
children to read, and this is one 

result: “If the young lads and lasses are 
reading the parables or miracles, or the 
older ones a Gospel or Epistle, then, like 
all Africans, they read aloud after the 
fashion of the Ethiopian treasurer. They 
are surrounded in school and village by 
admiring relatives and friends, and the 
Word has a wonderful way of acting like 
a living seed. Our district extends a week’s 
journey, and it would be difficult to find 
a village where there are not at least two 
or three who can read from the Scripture 
they possess.” 


The Post Office Department of China 
has, in the providence of God, become a 
missionary agency. It carries Bibles to 
every part of the country at a remarkably 
cheap rate. For a universal rate books are 
delivered as far north as Harbin, as far 
West as Tibet, and southwest to the con- 
fines of Yunnan. 


A Group of Women Workers for Christ. 
—Kristina Roy and her sister were spir- 
itual children of the late Dr. Baedeker, in- 
ternational evangelist. After their conver- 
sion they started preaching the Gospel in 
Slovak villages, they themselves being of 
that nationality. Their hearts burning with 
“first love” to Christ were soon bruised 
by opposition, an opposition which came not 
so much from Rome as from the dead 
orthodoxy of Protestantism. “These two 
sisters were not much more than mere 
girls when they began working among the 
children and young people. They found 
that only a mighty faith in God could en- 
able them to hold on in face of the opposi- 
tion they awakened. One day the discour- 
aged Sister Kristina went to Friedenshort, 
Gérmany, to consult with Mother Eva, the 
head of the Silesian orphanages. Mother 
Eva recognized her visit as a call of God 
and offered her a Friedenshort Sister as 
helper in the fight. The offer was gladly 
accepted, and today a tiny group of Slovak 
Deaconesses, under the leadership of Sister 
Alvine, are evangelizing their people. They 
have now a children’s home and a little 
refuge for old people in addition to their 
mission hall. Above all, the pure Gospel 
is being carried out into the villages and 
hamlets. One deaconess, Sister Evka, is 
a colporteur who, knapsack on back and 
big bag in hand, travels about on foot from 
village to village. They are struggling 
bravely against odds, persecution, and even 
imprisonment, and strange to say the hot- 
test opposition comes from those who ought 
to be “helpers of their joy.” 


Evangelizing Ecuador.—Paul Rader has 
opened a Gospel Radio Center in Quito, the 
capital city of Ecuador. This bids fair to 
be a wonderful opportunity for spreading 
the Gospel. through “loud speakers” in all 
the market- places of the big centers in the 
surrounding country. 


Mr. Bucher, who has been at the micro- 
phone at various times, is also preaching 
by word of mouth in the Ecuadorian army. 
He writes: “I was welcomed with great 
cordiality by the Chief of Staff in Quito 
and received permission to evangelize from 
both the Minister of War and the Minister 
of Education when I had made it clear 
that I had no Communist connections. In 
the capital city of Quito I have held eight 
regimental meetings, also three with the 
police and tvvo in the Escuela Militar (the 
West Point of Ecuador). Then there were 
seven in the high schools and one in a re- 
form school, with New Testaments given 
out to a good portion of the students, 
police, soldiery, and cadets, From differ- 
ent sources I learned that the students were 
much impressed with the meetings, and 
that a number of them were reading their 
New Testaments. At the first meeting in 
the Garchi regiment the Colonel, who is 





Known by Its Fruits 


The Rev. W. Dawson King of 
the American Baptist Mission, Tung 
Shan, Canton, China, tells us that 
‘our strongest and only real banks 
in South China are those organized 
by Christian men who have won 
the faith of their fellows.”” Then he 
adds: ““Why were there no banks 
here before Christianity came and 
why are they fewer the farther in- 
terior one goes? It is because of 
this lack of faith in one’s fellow 
men.” The president of the largest 
Chinese bank in Canton is a Bap- 
tist. Dr. Cheung who, formerly a 
practicing physician, was obliged by 
ill health to give up his practice 
and go into banking and general 
business. Dr. Cheung was founder 
of the Chinese Baptist Hospital at 
Tung Shan and is very active in 
behalf of the Christian interests of 
his denomination. 














the chief of the Central Military Zone, the 
Comandante, and all the officers of the regi- 
ment available were present. This colonel 
is very friendly and gave me an enthusiastic 
recommendation to all the other regiments 
under his authority. When I had spoken 
the second time and had given out New 
Testaments, the Comandante helped me in 
the distribution of them himself. 

“I hope to visit Ambato, Cuenca, Porto 
Viejo, and Esmeraldas, and, of course, the 
great port of Guayaquil, where there are 
two regiments and the naval base with its 


forts. I will greatly appreciate your con- 
tinued prayer, for ‘power belongeth unto 
God.’” 


“A lost French nation right here within 
the borders of the United States.” So 
does Maurice Aguillard describe the peo- 
ple of Southern Louisiana. “The priests 
are losing control of them; they are coming 
to our services and being converted right 
along. ‘We have calls from everywhere to 
preach to them. For three hundred miles 
along the river, a belt one hundred miles 
wide, ninety per cent of the people are 
French, and in all the parishes they have 
never heard the voice of a true prophet. 

“There are over a half million of them. 
Many speak no English. Only a fraction 
have ever seen or heard of the Bible, but 
a great change is coming over them. They 
are being educated and their eyes opened. 
They see that there is nothing in Catk- 
olicism, and are leaving it in large numbers. 
But unless they are evangelized in the next 
twelve or fifteen years they will turn to 
infidelity and all kinds of isms. They are 
in such a state now that. they can be 
shaped into Christians, but if left alone 
they will become so hardened that no kind 
of hammering will move them. I dare say 
that there are no other people on earth 
more ready for the Gospel than these 
French people.” 

There is a call for the Faivre Annotated 
French New Testament for them. These little 
Testaments are in themselves evangelists. If 
there are those who wish fo collaborate in 
this effective type of work I suggest they 
communicate with Pasteur Fernand Faivre, 
191, Rue Mouneyra, Bordeaux, France. 
Pastor Faivre is also preparing to publish 
a Spanish edition of his Testament. The 
value of this Testament for Romanists, and 
for untutored minds generally, is that the 
notes in the text make clear the way of 
salvation. 


Self-support in the churches of Indo- 
China. Mr. Ellison of North East Cam- 
bodia says that the Cambodian preachers 
are no longer mission supported. “As was 
expected, some resigned but others are go- 
ing through to victory. At present we have 
more men than last year under the old 
system. The preachers are supported by 
the Christians as they are able; where the 
groups of Christians are too small the 
preacher will engage in some secular work 
for the time being. Mr. Irwin of Saigon 
says evangelistic services are held every 
day to people who come through that city 
from Cochin China, Annam, and even Ton- 
kin. At our January meeting 350 baptisms 
were reported, and the preachers requested 
that authorizations be asked from the gov- 
ernment for thirteen new out-stations, all 
of them to be opened entirely at Annamese 
expense and under Annamese self-propaga- 
tion. Four more churches have become 
self-supporting this year, only four mis- 
sion churches now remaining in the Saigon 
district.” 


Caodaism.—One of these churches is at 
Tayninh the headquarters of Caodaism, a 
hard field to break through. “Yet twenty- 
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five souls have come to the Lord since a 
previous meeting with Mr. Irwin. How 
we praised God for this break into a 
hitherto barren field! Our evangelist also 
was able to sell many Gospel , portions, 
New Testaments, and Bibles to the Caoda- 
ists.” 

Who are these Caodaists? A sect to 
gladden the hearts of Mr. Rockefeller’s 
missionary “Appraisers.” They celebrate 
all religious festivals,— Christian, Buddhist, 
Confucian, Taoist, and what not. Recently 
a huge concourse of five thousand gathered 
at Tayninh to celebrate Christmas. “Our 
evangelist, Mr. The, went out to their 
encampment and asked some of them what 
they were celebrating. They replied that 
it was Christmas, and some knew that 
Christmas was the anniversary of the birth 
of Jesus. He then asked where Jesus was 
born, and what he had done, but no one 
knew. Mr. The said that that was a strange 
thing, such a tremendous gathering to 
celebrate the aniversary of one about whom 
they knew nothing. He then proceeded to 
tell them how his Gospels would teach 
them all about Jesus and the salvation which 
he had wrought for mankind. He sold 
more books in two days than in months 
before.” 


Why Did Nestorianism Fail in Asia ?— 
General Biddulph thinks it was because it 
compromised with Buddhism and gives his 
reasons at length in a lecture before the 
Victoria Institute of London. The famous 
Nestorian Tablet, found in Shensi in 1625, 
by its symbolisms witnesses to this conf-1- 
sion of religions. The title of the tablet 
is surmounted by a cross but underneath is 
the lotus, a Buddhist emblem, and on either 
side “the White Cloud,” a Taoist emblem 
which was also used by Moslems. Pro- 
fessor Saeki of Tokyo interprets this de- 
sign as denoting the “Three Religions in 
One.” 

The inscription on the tablet calls God 
“the Highly Honored by the Universe,” an 
epithet of Buddha according to Saeki. The 
three Chinese characters used for God are 
the same as those used by a Buddhist trans- 
lator to represent “the fruit of Buddha.% 
The inscription then states that God, “set- 
ting in motion the primordial spirit (wind) 
produced the two principles.” This is a 
lcan from Taoist cosmogony which explains 
all by the Two Spirits. The phrase, “his 
new teaching of Non-Assertion,” is also 
Taoist; the reference to “the eight cardinal 
virtues” is borrowed from Buddhism 
(“Eight precepts are truly what make a 
Buddha of man”); the expressions “Three 
Gates” and “He took an oar in the Vessel 
of Mercy” are also decidedly Buddhistic. 
Many more indications are quoted to show 
how this Nestorian Statement of Faith had 
been colored by heathen phraseology almost 
to the point of transmutation. 

The tablet gives details regarding the 
birth of our Lord, but says not one word 
regarding his death, resurrection, and 
mediatorial work. The Nestorians here 
seem to have accommodated their teaching 
to tl > Chinese mind. As Lord William 
Cecil says in his introduction to Professor 
Saeki’s book: “Apparently the mistake 
made by the Nestorian preachers was that 
of trying to recommend it as a branch of 
Buddhism. . . . It seems as if the compro- 
mising nature of Nestorianism was the 
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reason why, when Buddhism fell, it was 
entangled in that fall and then forgotten.” 


Mrs. Homera Homer-Dixon, who has 
contributed frequently to the Times, and 
who is a well-known speaker in conferences 
in America, is now working in Hanoi, the 
capital city of Tonkin, French Indo- 
China. She has rented shops at three 
widely separated parts of the great city 
and has some sixteen services weekly in 
them. “The supply of visitors is apparently 
unlimited.” Much of her happiest work 
is among the children. Some of them have 
made extraordinary progress in Bible study, 
even giving ninety-five per cent correct 
answers to a typed list of sixty questions. 
Yet they are all from heathen homes. 

Mrs. Homer-Dixon has a number of 
Christian young women in her home to 
whom she is giving instruction preliminary 
to a Bible School course. “Have taught 
them to sew and mend, make their own 
clothes and knit; also given them New 
Testament history, Old Testament outlines, 
prophecy, prayer, Bible geography, and so 
on. I teach them every morning from eight 
to eleven and prepare work to keep. them 
busy all the afternoon. The course lasts 
four months, the girls are keen, and many 
more applicants are waiting. 

“T also have about fifteen music pupils who 





The Beginnings of 





Conscience 





Miss Mildred Cable of the China 
Inland Mission tells us of a Bible 
stand which has been set up in the 
Chinese city of Suchow. There are 
now few homes without a copy of 
the Gospels. “‘ We recently heard 
an interesting statement made by 
an old inhabitant. Speaking of the 
old and unholy customs which had 
made the social life of the place a 
rotten mess he said: ‘The spirit of 
the town is quite changed. Things 
once done openly are now viewed 
with shame.’ ‘°How is that?’ I 
asked. ‘Public opinion! Since 
Christianity has been declared here 
and especially since the Ten Com- 
mandments of God have become 
known to all, a sense of sin. has 
been created which formerly did 
not exist.’ ”’ 











can now play practically any hymn in the 
hymn book. Nothing draws a Hanoi crowd 
more quickly than good music, and these 
pupils help in the three chapels. I have 
also the Hoa Tam Hoi, “The Flowery Heart 
Society,” with the names of about 800 Chris- 
tian children enrolled in connection with 
the children’s section of The Annamese 
Bible Magazine. It is not necessary to 
mention visitation and receiving of in- 
quirers, for that falls to the lot of every 
missionary as well as the care of the sick 
and being general servant to all. God has 
called me to Hanoi in what seems a mirac- 
ulous way and given me an immeasurable 
burden for its vast multitudes.” 
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Dr. Zwemer reports in The Missionary 
Review on the decline of evolutionary spec- 
ulation regarding the origins of religion: 
He ‘quotes. Redan’s “Primitive Man as 
Philosopher”: “Most of us have been 
brought up in the tenets-of orthodox eth- 
nology with its uncritical attempt to apply 
the Darwinian theory to the facts of social 
experience. . . . No progress will ever be 
achieved until scholars rid themselves, once 
and for all, of the curious notion .that 
everything ‘possesses an evolutionary  his- 
tory.” An important book by Dr. Wilhelm 
Schmidt, Professor of Ethnology in the 
University .of Vienna, combats the ideas 
of Lubbock, Spencer, Tylor, ‘Golden Bough’ 
Frazer, and the rest of the evolutionary 
school. This book is reviewed in the Lon- 
don Times under the title of “Evolution or 
Eden.” It insists that not evolution but 
deterioration marks the history of religion 
among primitive tribes and their successors. 
Not only is the idea of God universally 
present among such peoples at the begin- 
ning, but the idea of God as Father in the 
sense of one who loves and cares for his 
children. Monotheism is not a. development 
from polytheism but polytheism is a lapse 
from monotheism. Dr. Israel Rabin, in a 
recent important treatise, denies emphat- 
ically that Jewish monotheism was preceded 
by henotheism, polytheism, and polydzmon- 
ism in the order given. ‘The God of Sinai 
is no mere ‘mountain-god’ or ‘local Kenite 
god.’ The covenant of Sinai is history, 
not fiction. Monotheism is not the result 
of an evolutionary process. It rests upon 
revelation and existed from the beginning. 
of Israel’s history as portrayed in Genesis. 
There is no bridge from polytheism to 
monotheism.” 


Among the Theologians.—The Rev. 
James F. Edwards, principal of the United 
Theological College at Poona, India, and 
missionary of the American Board, has, 
we are told in The Missionary Herald, 
published his fifth Marathi book, Tuka- 
ram’s Bridge. Tukaram is a not over-~ 
decent Hindu poet. The Missionary Herald. 
tells us that this translation was made “to 
provide Christian workers a road of ap- 
proach to earnest non-Christians.” 

Dr. Herbert Stewart is Professor of 
Theology in Dalhousie College, Halifax. 
He writes: “Great changes in religion are 
made best when they are made gradually. 
One thing we do not want is another up-~ 
roar like that of the Protestant Reformers. 
On this point John Stuart Mill was more 
sagacious than his disciple (Morley). In 
his rectorial address to the students of St. 
Andrews, Mill urged that clergymen who 
dissented from the creeds should remain 
at their posts and leaven the mind of the 
church with Liberal ideas from within. 
He knew how much better it was that a 
superstition should be assisted to fade away 
than that it should be subjected to frontal 
attack and how much more effective is a 
silent weakening than a vociferous arraign- 
ment.” 


The Method of Modernism.—A letter 
recently came to this department from one 
who had read “The Leaven of the Sad- 
ducees” and wished to give her confirmatory 
experience. Here it is in abridged form: 

My husband is a college professor and 
minister. .We both graduated’ from 
College. It was then a conservative school 
for ——, a man of faith, was in the Bible 
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Chair. My husband won a scholarship at 
Chicago University and later went to Yale 
where he received his divinity degree cum 
laude, After a term in the pastorate he 
was called to teach the Bible in —— 
University. He remained there one year, 
but because he was true to the faith he 
realized that he had to move on. He was 
given a position as Dean of the Bible in 
— College, largely financed by Mr. ——. 
The president was Mr. ——, a man of faith. 
When he died he was succeeded by Mr. 
——, a Chicago University man, at heart 
always a Modernist who deceived the finan- 
cial backer of the college as to his opin- 
ions. During those thirteen years he used 
Mr. ——’s money and turned that college 
from the faith of the fathers to a Mod- 
ernist school. This college, which was sup- 
posed to be a religious college, has now 
its dances, balls, and card parties. There 
were none of these things during President 
——’s time nor before, for then the Bible 
stood first. 

You can imagine what we passed through 
during the years we stayed in ——. My 
husband was used as the camouflage to 
hold the conservative brethren in support 
of the college. For five years we stood it, 
and then left, to save the faith of our chil- 
dren. Mr. —— secured a position here at 
—— College as teacher of the Bible. We 
thought it conservative, but discovered that 
the president here is doing the same thing 
that Mr. —— was doing at —— College. 
Our Board (of Trustees) has gradually 
been shifted from members of the church 
which founded it, to members of any faith 
and perhaps of no faith. The college is no 
longer under the control of the church. 
My husband is now being made uncom- 
fortable and knows that this is probably 
his last year on the faculty. Why, oh, why, 
is there not a place for a man of his abil- 
ity and faith and scholarship to teach the 
Book and save the faith of young men and 
women in college? 


Dr. John Broadus Watson came of a 
South Carolina Baptist home, and his name 
bears witness to the fact. At Chicago Uni- 
versity he lost his religion and invented 
“Behaviorism.” His book on this subject, 
the advertisers tell us, is “helping 50,000 
mothers to bring up happy children.” In 
the magazine Parenthood, sponsored by 
Columbia, Chicago, and other universities, 
Mrs. Rosalie Watson, the wife of the pro- 
fessor, tells about her methods and experi- 
ences in the nurture of two little sons. It is 
all very modern, and much of it very unnatu- 
ral. Mrs. Watson says, “I am unanimously 
in favor of breaking the mother attachment 
as early as possible,—or better still, not 
allowing it to grow up.” To further de- 
humanize the boys she says: “From their 
earliest moments we taught them to play 
with objects instead of people, and one of 
the greatest struggles I had with nurses 
(when I could keep one in our household 
over a month) was restraining them from 
entertaining children. They don’t rely upon 
one human being for their happiness.” 

These automatons are denied all instruc- 


tion in morals.. “We have never used the 
term ‘good’ and ‘bad’ in respect to human 
conduct. Of course they get it eventually 
from outside sources, but I believe that now, 
at the tender ages of eight and six re- 
spectively, their moral prejudices are still 
in a fluid state.” 

At times Mrs. Watson has weakened in 
her determination to make the boys entirely 
self-sufficient as when she “compromised 
by biunting the tip and dulling the edge of 
a knife which one of our boys received 
from us at the age of four.” And she con- 
fesses that “Behaviorism” caught her in 
its icy grasp too late to make of her a 
wholly logical “Behaviorist.” “I cannot re- 
strain my affection for the children com- 
pletely. I secretly wish that on the score 
of their affections they will be a little weak 
when they grow up.” 

Dr. Watson, in helping 50,000 mothers 
to bring up children, is doing his part to 
make this a loveless world. So does the 
religion of the University of Chicago work 
itself out in practice. 


The confession of a Red leader of So- 
viet Russia is translated from Sosialist 


Westnik by Auf der Warte. ‘Without ex-: 


ception-we all-feel ourselves stained -with 
blood and dirt. It is a bitter thing to ob- 
serve how many of us end with suicide and 
mental break-up. And further how many 
seek to overcome sleepless nights with co- 
caine, morphine, and other sedatives. Es- 
pecially are the older Bolshevists anguished 
when they see thé heavy punishments which 
fall on their older Red comrades, — Soss- 
nofski; Rakovski. These suffer from the 
relentless revenge of their higher com- 
rades,— hopelessly sick and miserable in 
Asiatic banishment. No comrade dare lift 
a finger for their relief. Then comes the 
harrowing thought of surviving till the cer- 
tain end of this criminal government. It 
will be an end of great horror! How much 
blood has been shed! How much vileness 
heaped up! How much has been destroyed 
and trodden under foot. How much misery 
and desperation brought about!” 

What a text for Mr. Sherwood Eddy’s 
lectures on Bolshevism! 


The Gospel in Peru is triumphing largely 
by the prayerful distribution of the Word 
of God. Little groups of Christians are 
forming in many places. Thus at Majes, a 
hundred miles from Arequipa, twenty-one 
believers recently elected officers, “raised 
their hearts io the Prince of the Kings of 
the earth Who had washed them from their 
sins in His own blood,’ and then passed 
the following statement: 


1. That we, who form this new committee, 
should continue to instruct ourselves in a 
catechumen class and be baptized at the 
first opportunity. 

2. That the instructions of the Lord Jesus 
as seen in Matthew 18: 15-17 and in 1 
+ ean 6 should be followed by the be- 
ievers. 


3. That our Saviour should make us see 


that in the heart of his Church there should : 
be no brother or sister in adultery, con- | 


cubinage, drunkenness, or in lascivious con- 
versation. 


April 8, 1933 


4. Should we see one of these irregular-. 
_ ities, may He give us the. humble spirit to. 


restore such an one and enable us to re- 

monstrate the first and second time, and at 

the third time, if the 4 show. no: sign of 

co they should be put out of the 
ure 


5. That we should withhold protection or 


recommendation from those who seek only’ 


material advantage. 


6. That we should give tithes on the first 
day of every week to cover the expenses 
= the church according to 1 Corinthians 
16:1, 2 


7. That the committee continue in prayer 
to God asking for strength to continue the 
distribution of the Million Testaments Cam- 
paign New Testaments of which six hun- 
dred have been sent us. 


Another group of these “early Christians” 
has been formed in Cocacachra, Valley of 
Tambo. A letter from them runs as fol- 
lows: 

“It is now two years since this congre- 
gation was formed. During this time we 
have passed through a time of very diffi- 
cult economic and spiritual poverty. When 
we thought that the work was a failure 
there came to us a great longing for a 
spiritual awakening. After some days of 
prayer we set to work as instruments of 
the Almighty and then revival came. Now 
in this small town we have a congregation 
of some thirty people, all converted from 
sin and Satan to the Lord our God, all 
desiring to be steadfast in the faith and to 
bring others to our Redeemer.” 


Brief Notes.—Cardinal Faulhaber has 
recently opened a seminary in -Munich to 
train priests for missionaries to the Rus- 
sian and Greek churches. It is named after 
St. Andrew, the brother of St. Peter, and 
the apostle to Greece. The idea, then, is 
that of a reunion of Andrew and Peter, of 
ecclesiastical Greece and ecclesiastical 
Rome. . ..: Professor Ude of Gratz in Aus- 
tria is that rara avis, a Roman Catholic 
reformer. He is known to temperance 
workers as an active “dry.” He is also a 
leader in the war on prostitution. Re- 
cently he has published a work in which 
he advocates refusal of military service, 
a book which, strangely enough, bears the 
imprimatur of the Roman Bishop of St. 


_ Gall... . The “Blood and Fire” Gospel of 


the Moravians and Wesley is working 


- powerfully through the evangelists of the 


Bethel Mission, Shanghai. Dr. Sung, who 
is one of these, writes after his infilling 
by the Holy Spirit: “I preached the same 
sermons and people became mightily con- 
victed of sin, repenting with tears, and cry- 
ing out for forgiveness. In a year and a 
half I have seen three thousand definite, 
clear-cut conversions. It is the Holy 
Spirit’s work, not mine.” . . . The rulers 
of Soviet Russia have reintroduced the 
seven-day week for three-quarters of the 
population of Russia, the confusion of the 
five-day week having proved unendurable. 
It is probable, too, that this step has been 
taken to conciliate the peasantry whose re- 
ligious traditions have been deeply wounded 
by foolish calendar reforms. .. . Kt now 
appears that Palestine is a financial asset 
to Great Britain rather than the contrary. 
In 1932 when every country showed a “efi- 
cit the government of Palestine had a favor- 
able balance of about $2,000,000. . . . The 
new Archbishop of Upsala, Dr. Eidam, is 
no ritualist. He says that he attaches no 
importance at all to ecclesiastical dress. 


Dats Lancer, DaLsLanp, SWEDEN. 
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(May be used with temperance applications). 
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LESSON 4. APRIL 23. JESUS REBUKES SELF-SEEKING 


International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 9: 30-50 


Golden Text.—Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.—Rom. 13:10 











The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Mark g : 33-43 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Mark 9: 33 And he came to Capernaum: and being in the house 
he asked them, What was it that ye disputed among yourselves 
by the way? - : , 

34 But they held their peace: for by the way they had disputed 
among themselves, who should be the greatest. ; 

35 And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto them, 
If any man desire to be first, the same shall be last of all, and 
servant of all. 5 4 

36 And he took a child, and set him in the midst of them: and 
when he had taken him in his arms, he said unto them, 

37 Whosoever shall receive one of such children in my name, 
receiveth me; and whosoever shall receive me, receiveth not me, 
but him that sent me. ‘ 

38 And John answered him, saying, Master, we saw one casting 
out devils in thy name, and he followeth not us; and we forbade 
him, because he followeth not us. 

39 But Jesus said, Forbid him not: for there is no man which 
shall do a miracle in my name, that can lightly speak evil of me. 

40 For he that is not against us is on our part. 

41 For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in my 
name, because ye belong to Christ, verily I say unto you, he shall 
not lose his reward. 

42 And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that be- 
lieve in me, it is better for him that a millstone were hanged about 
his neck, and he were cast into the sea. 

43 And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee 
to enter into life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, 
into the fire that never shall be quenched. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Mark 9:33 And they came to Capernaum: and when he was in 
the house he asked them, What were ye reasoning on the way? 34 
But they held their peace: for they had disputed one with another 
on the way, who was the ‘greatest. 35 And he sat down, and 
called the twelve; and he saith unto them, If any man ‘would 
be first, he shall be last of all, and *servant of all. 36 And he took 
a little child, and set him in the midst of them: and taking him 
in his arms, he said unto them, 37 Whosoever shall receive one of 
such little children in my name, receiveth me: and whosoever re- 
ceiveth me, réceiveth not me, but him that sent me. 

38 John said unto him, Teacher, we saw one casting out demons 
in thy name; and we forbade him, because he followed not us. 39 
But Jesus said, Forbid him not: for there is no man who shall do 
a * mighty work in my name, and be able quickly to speak evil of me. 
40 For he that is not against us is for us. 41 For whosoever shall 
give you a cup of water to drink, * because ye are Christ's, verily I 
say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward. 42 And who- 
soever shall cause one of these little ones that believe *on me to 
stumble, it were better for him if ®a great millstone were hanged 
about his neck, and he were cast into the sea. 43 And if thy. 
hand cause thee to stumble, cut it off: it is good for thee to enter 
into life maimed, rather than having thy two hands to go into 
Thell, into the unquenchable fire.* 

1Gr., greater. *Or, minister. *Gr., power. ‘*Gr., in name 
that ye are. *° Many ancient authorities omit on me. *Gr., a 
millstone turned by an ass. *Gr., Gehenna. * Ver. 44 and 46 


(which are identical with ver. 48) are omitted by the best 
ancient authorities. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 
of Religious Education. 














The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


ROM the glory of the transfigured 
F Christ we descend to the contention 
of his carnal disciples. Christ was 
seeking the glory of his Father; his dis- 
ciples were seeking their own glory. 
Christ was steadfastly setting his face 
toward the cross; they were striving for 
a crown in the coming Kingdom. Christ 
was occupied with saving men; they with 
serving self. Immediately after our Lord’s 
prediction of his death and resurrection and 
coming glory, he told the disciples that 
if they were to follow him they must do 
it by denying self; straightway the disciples 
set about enthroning self. Thus was this 
self-seeking on the part of Christian be- 
lievers set against a background of utmost 
self-sacrifice on the part of their Lord. 
As we study the message, we face the 
sober question as to whether there is a 
like contrast between the Saviour and his 
followers today. 
The Historical Setting 
Following the transfiguration and the 
deliverance of the demon-possessed boy 
(which probably occurred in the neighbor- 
hood of Mt. Hermon), our Lord led his 
disciples through Galilee, avoiding the 
crowds (Mark 9:30, 41), and came to 


Capernaum. The time, we judge, was the 


late summer or early fall of A. D. 29. 


Verse by Verse 
Mark 9:33.—He came to Capernaum. 
The last recorded visit to his adopted city. 
Being in the house. Probably Peter’s. 
Verse 34.—They held their peace. For 


% % % % 


shame; the quarrel seemed different in the 
presence of the Master. (See Matt. 18: 
I, 2; some of the disciples may first have 
asked him about the subject, or they may 
later have made some response to his 
question.) They had disputed . . . who 
should be the greatest. A dispute stirred 
up by their eager expectation of the com- 
ing Kingdom and their place in it. See 
Lesson Questions. 


Verse 35.—/f any man desire to be first. 
The master Teacher will show them the 
way to obtain their desire to be “first.” 





First — Last 
By the late Amos R. Wells 


HO shall be first? The rich and the 

great? Lofty in learning and proud 
in estate? Lovely of countenance? skill- 
ful of hand? winsome in counsel and 
strong to command? Who shall be last? 
The common? the boor? weak and down- 
trodden? the wretched and poor? ugly and 
ignorant ? sinful ? accurst? pitiful, sorrow 
ful, horribly worst? None of these crea- 
tures, O Saviour of men, either is first or 
is last in thy ken. Not as the world sees, 
so dost thou see. Not what the world 
lauds is lauded by thee. Only self-sacri- 
fice, love quite alone wins benediction 
and sits on thy throne. Selfishness, seek- 
ing the masterful whole, that is the sum 
of the renegade soul. Who shall be last, 
then? The greedy, the proud; he who 
would stand at the head of the crowd; he 
who would grapple the riches of all; he 
who would vanquish, oppress, and enthrall. 
Who shall be first, then, the chief of 
mankind? He who is humble and simple 
of mind; he, he alone, who in love unde- 
pA aaa the sweet, bless¢d heart of a 











Verse 36.—And he took a child. Some 
think it was Peter’s child. When he had 
taken him in his arms. A tender and 
characteristic touch, mentioned only by 
Mark. 


Verse 37.—Whosoever shall receive one 
of such children in my name, receiveth me. 
Compare Matthew 18: 1-5 and Luke 9: 46- 
48. Note that all the Gospel accounts are 
much abridged, especially that of Mark. 
The thought is that the disciples should 
be as little children in their humility, and 
men who receive them because they are | 
Christ’s disciples will be receiving Christ; 
thus the disciple, though humble as a 
little child, will be great. Receiveth not 
me, but him that sent me. That is, 
receiving Christ means receiving the 
Father (John 12:44, 45; 14:9; 1 John 
2: 23). 

Verse 38—And John answered him. 
The reference to receiving little children 
“in my name,” reminds John of an incident 
that had recently occurred, and he wants 
to know if they did the right thing in not 
receiving one who did something in Christ’s 
Name. We saw one casting out devils 
in thy name.... We forbade him, because 
he followeth not us. Meaning, followeth 
not “with us.” He may have been a fol- 
lower of John the Baptist, casting out de- 
mons in the name of Messiah. Or he may 
have been a disciple who was not ready 
wholly to follow the Lord. Was he, per- 
chance, one of the seventy who a little 
later did cast out demons? (Luke 10:1, 
17.) 

Verse 39.—Forbid him not. John had 
his answer, and very directly given. There 
is no man which shall do a miracle in my 
name. This indicates that demons. were 
actually cast out by the man. That can 
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lightly speak evil of me. He cannot read- 
ily turn against Christ (1 Cor. 12:3). 


Verse 40.—For he that is not against us 
is on our part. With regard to Christ 
there cannot be neutrality. (Link with 
Matt. 12:30.) Those who are not on his 
side are against him. 


Verse 41.—Give you a cup of water to 
drink in my name. The smallest kind of 
service is rewarded; how much more cast- 
ing out demons in his Name. Because ye 
belong to Christ. Literally, “are of Christ,” 
or “are Christ’s,” an expression found 
only here in the Gospels (1 Cor. 3: 23; 15: 
23; 2 Cor. 10:7; Gal. 3:20; 5:24). It is 
an expression of faith in Christ to give 
something in his name to those who be- 
long to him. He shall not lose his reward. 
Salvation is a free gift, and yet our Lord 
adds rewards for all that is done by be- 
lievers. 


Verse 42.—Whesvever shall offend. Shall 
“cause to stumble.” One of these little 
ones that believe in me. This applies lit- 
erally to children and also to the childlike 
believers. The man who was casting out 
demons is included in this group. 


Verse 43.—Ilf thy hand offend thee, cut 
it off. We may call this a parable-simile. 
It does not mean literally to cut off the 
hand; such mutilation would be contrary 
to God’s law; and the hand or eye, while 
they may be the occasion of sin, are not 
the cause. But just as the cutting off of 
the hand or foot would be a drastic opera- 
tion, only resorted to in extreme cases, so 
any loss should be suffered rather than to 
go into sin or to cause others to go into 
sin (Matt. 5:29; 18:8). Better for thee 
to enter into life maimed, than having two 
hands to go into hell. Continuing the para- 
bolic illustration, but speaking of dread 
realities. Into the fire that never shall be 
quenched. See Special Topics. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Self-seeking and self-exaltation are the 
very antithesis of what Christ’s disciples 
are called to. He called them to deny self 
and follow him. Yet for nineteen hundred 
years the master stroke of Satan in hinder- 
ing Christian work has been to stir up the 
spirit of self-exaltation and self-seeking. 
Paul was speaking of Christian workers 
when he said: “AIl seek their own, not 
the things which are Jesus Christ’s” (Phil. 
2:21). Love and humility are the cure 
for self-seeking. The apostles. failed in 
love toward their Lord, who with burdened 
heart was facing the Cross; they failed 
in love toward one another, and they failed 
in love toward their neighbor who was 
casting out the demons. God’s love shed 
abroad in our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit (Rom. 5:5): only this will make 
us Christlike. And to be Christlike is to 
be lowly. 


Lesson Outlines 
Wuat SeE.F-SEEKING Does 


1. Self-seeking blinds to Christ and his 


Cross (Mark 9: 30-32). 

2. Self-seeking lords it over their own 
company (9: 33-37). 

3. Self-seeking opposes workers of 
good who fellow not with us (9: 38-43). 
Wuat Love Does (1 Cor. 13) 


1. Seeketh not its own, but the things 
of Christ (Mark 9: 30-32). 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list. of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 

4. April 23.—Jesus Rebukes Self-Seeking 
(May be used with temperance ap- 
monMaMG). ..r0sscesessoserses Mark 9 : 9 : 30-50 

s. April 30.—Jesus Sets New Standard of 
Living (May be used as a steward- 
ship lesson). ......scecesecssies Mark 10 : 1-31 

6. May 7.—Jesus Faces the Cross 

Mark 10 : 32-52 

7. May 14.—Jesus Asserts His Kingship. 

Mark 11 : 1-33 
8 May 21.—Jesus Answers His Adversaries. 
Mark 12: 1-44 

9. May 28.—Jesus and His Friends. 

Mark 13:1 to 14:9 

10. June 4.—Jesus Faces Betrayal and Denial. 

Mark 14 : 10-72 

11. June 11.—Jesus on the Cross ..Mark 15 : 1-47 

12. June 12.—Jesus Rises from the Dead. 

Mark 16: 1-20 








2. Suffers long with brethren and is 
kind (Matt. 18: 21; Mark 9: 33, 34, 50). 

3. Vauateth not itself, but becomes as 
a little child (Mark 9: 35-37). 

4. Rejoiceth with the truth, helping 
a - hindering — other workers (9: 38- 
42). 

5. Doth not behave unseemly, contend- 
ing with others (9: 33, 34). 

6. Hates unrighteousness (9: 43-50). 


7. Christ’s love beareth all things, en- 
dureth all things, faileth never (9: 30- 
50). 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Temperance Applications. If the liquor 
traffic causes stumbling (and who will ques- 
tion its frightful record?), the wise thing 
to do is to cut it off. But our industrial 
leaders have for the moment forgotten the 
wreckage that drink caused among the 
armies of the employed, and in their fam- 
ilies. The General Council of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. S. A. made pub- 
lic on December 10 its three questions to 
President-elect Roosevelt: “Will you ful- 
fill the guarantee that has been given that 
there shall be no return of the saloon? 
How will you recommend that this be 
effected, if the control of the liquor ques- 
tion is left to the individual states? How 
will you protect the dry states in their 
efforts to remain dry? The General Coun- 
cil also called attention to assurances given 
that repeal would do away with the speak- 
easy, bootlegging, and the illegal sale of 
liquor; that it would diminish crime, and 
racketeering, and law violation. When all 
these promises are drowned in the deluge 
of drink, may America’s conscience be 
aroused to tie a great millstone around 
the neck of the liquor traffic and drown it 
in the midst of the sea. 


False Isms. When our Lord rebuked 
the disciples for criticising the man who 
was casting out demons in Jesus’ name, he 
had no thought of bidding his disciples to 
be friendly with false movements because 
they use the name of Christ and claim to 
be fighting against evil. 

Eternal Punishment. The doctrine that 
rejecters of Christ will suffer eternal, con- 
scious torment is one that is contrary to 
all the natural thought of man. Man does 
not conceive of eternal sin, and so cannot 
conceive of eternal punishment. Yet the 
Christian church has always held to the 
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teaching of eternal punishment. This teach- 
ing, therefore, is based not on man’s false 
views, but on God’s révélation. Our Lord 
spoke of being cast into “Gehenna,” into 
the unquenchable fire. Gehenna was the 
valley of Hinnom at Jerusalem (Jer. 19: 2), 
where children were burnt to Molech (2 
Chron. 33:6; Jer. 7: 31-343. 19:2, 6; 32: 
35). It was defiled by Josiah (2 Kings 23: 
10), and became the place where the offal 
was burnt; a late Jewish writer states that 
the fires there were perpetual. “Gehenna,” 
therefore, became a type of the place of 
everlasting woe. The dread words of our 
Lord in Mark 9: 45-48 show the reality of 
this eternal torment (Rev. 20: 10, 15). 


Other Special Topics. Denominational 
Divisions. The Love Chapter (1 Cor. 13). 
Other Bible Passages on Humility and 
Love. Bible Messages on Self-Seeking 
(Prov. 17:19; 25:6, 27; Isa. 14:13, 14; 
47:10; Jer. 45:5; Ezek. 38:2; 31:10; 
Obad. 4; Matt. 23: 11, 12; Mark 10: 27). 
Note that the two lessons to follow deal 
with children, and with true greatness. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Decide definitely to be on Christ's side. 
Are we for Christ? If not, we are against 
him. Just because of who he is, we can- 
not be neutral. 

Deal drastically with your own sins. 
Anything that causes us to stumble, or 
causes others to stumble, is sin; its seri- 
ousness is indicated by the final result: 
the woe of unquenchable fire. Such are 
sins of self-seeking, pride, jealousy, cen- 
soriousness, unforgiveness, quarrelsomeness, 
lack of love. 

Serve without self-seeking, in lowliness 
of mind, the mind of Christ (Phil. 2: 1-5). 
Such living will be manifested in_ three 
ways: (1) Loving fellowship with one an- 
other, without contention, each counting 
other better than himself. (2) Delighting 
in lowly service,—no service too small 
to be well-pleasing to Christ and none too 
small to accomplish great things through 
his blessing. (3) Rejoicing in the Chris- 
tian service of others, and fellowshiping 
with all who are Christ’s whatever their 
denomination or group. What a test it is 
to ask if we are as happy over souls won 
by others, or success achieved by others, 
as we are over those won by our own 
group! 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


The king of glory became a servant; his 
servants were seeking to become kings. 

Love worketh no ill to his neighbor ; love, 
therefore, works for the prohibition of in- 
toxicating liquors. 

The apostles were in danger of breaking 
the bruised reed and quenching the smok- 
ing flax: but not so their Lord (Matt. 12: 
20). 

If they follow not with us in the matter 
of baptism or of church government, shall 
we forbid them the use of Christ’s Name 
and deny them our loving fellowship? 

There is enough in Christ to separate 
us from the world, and there is enough in 
Christ to bind us to all those who are his. 

Do we think of others in terms of how 
they can help the special work we are in? 

If we do not love our neighbor, we are 
working ill to our neighbor. 

Cotumarta,. S. C. 
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Lesson for April 23 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character, 
They are written by several members_ of 

e Sunday School Times _ staff,—Mr. 
McQuilkin, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. 
Have you tried aomesing. some of the ques- 
tions to different members of your class, 
letting them see whether they can discover 
the answers as gives on a later page of 

this issue? 


HOSE house is referred to in Mark 
9:335 

2. Why did the apostles dispute about who 
should be greatest, just after Christ told them 
of his death? 

3. How did Christ know what his disciples 
had been talking about on the way, since he 
was not included in the conversation ? 

4. In addition to extreme selfishness, what 
did the “dispute”? among the disciples mainly 
show ? 

5. In this dispute, what quality of human 
nature is shown as the m companion of 
selfishness ? ; 
_ 6. What other three facts probably stirred 
the contention ? 

7. Which two disciples were probably 
among the leaders in the desire to be great? 
What evidence have we that they learned their 
lesson ? 

8. What is the measure of true greatness? 


9. What kind of sectarianism does Christ 
condemn ? 


10. Why a “great millstone” in verse. 42? 





Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on one of the later pages of this issue. 


+ 4 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of: lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be by the 
editors, which might otherwise available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrafions 
submitted on each readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one 

Political Strategy.—Love worketh no ill 
to’ his neighbour (Golden Text). The 
working motives of Calvin Coolidge, who 
achieved the honor of becoming President 
of the United States, were once stated by 
him in these words: “There is only one 
form of political strategy in which I have 
any confidence, and that is to try to do the 
right thing.”—Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., 
Utica, N. Y. 


One Child’s Service.—Whosoever shall 
receive one of such children in my name, 
receiveth me (v. 37). Less than half a 
century ago, a Sunday-school superintend- 
ent in Jacksonville, Ill., asked each one to 
bring a new scholar to the school the next 
Sunday. Little Mary Paxton went home 
and asked her father to come to Sunday- 
school. He was neatly forty years old, and 
so ignorant that he could not read. He 
was rough in appearance, and rude in 
speech. He hated the church and despised 
Sunday-schools and all religion. But he 
loved his little Mary, and when she took 
him by the hand he did not resist. He went 
to Sundayeschool, and was led to Christ. 
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He then learned to read-for Christ’s sake, 
and he finally came to be a Sunday-school 
evangelist.. He founded fifteen hundred 
Sunday-schools; into: which seventy thou- 
sand children were gathered, and out of 
which sprang one hundred churches. When 
little Mary was leading her father to Sun- 
day-school, she was leading a train of thou- 
sands up the shining way that leads to 
God.—From “Food for Lambs,’ by the 
Rev. A. M. Hills. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Carthage, S. D. 


She Did What She Could.—He shall not 
lose his reward (v. 41). At a mission hall 
in London, a wealthy lady, who was un- 
fortunately deaf, made good use of her 
riches by providing for the poor some ex- 
cellent Gospel services. On one occasion 
a celebrated preacher said to her, “And 
what part do you take in this noble work?” 
“Oh,” she answered quietly, “I smile them 
in, and I smile them out again.” Soon 
after this the preacher saw the good result 
of her sympathy as a crowd of working 
men entered the hall and looked delighted 
to get a smile from her. The Bread of 
Life and the Water of Life cannot be rec- 
ommended to people by those who look as 
if that food and drink disagreed with them. 
—From Henry Pickering. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


The Little One’s Challenge.—W hoso- 
ever shall cause one of these little ones 
. . . to stumble, it were better for him if 
a great millstone were hanged about his 
neck, and he were cast into the sea (v.° 42, 
R. V.). The wife of a prominent lawyer 
who had been under deep conviction for 
several days gave the following account of 
her conversion at our prayer meeting. “Last 
evening my little girl came to me and said, 
‘Mamma, are you a Christian?’ ‘No, Fan- 
nie, I am not.’ She turned and went away, 
and as she walked off I heard her say, 
‘Well, if Mamma isn’t a Christian, I don’t 
want to be one.’ And I tell you it. went 
right to my heart, and I then gave myself 
to Christ..—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Emily McFarland, New- 
ark, Ohio. Prize illustration. 


The Other Door.—To go into hell, into 
the unquenchable fire (vy. 43). George 
Whitefield, while preaching once on the 
text “The door was shut,” had two flip- 
pant young men in his congregation. One 
was heard to say to the other in mirth, 
“What if the door be shut? Another will 
open!” Mr. Whitefield said later in the 
sermon, “It is possible that there may be 
some one here who is careless and trifling, 
and says, ‘What matter if the door be shut? 
Another will open!’” The two young men 
looked at each other in alarm. Mr. White- 
field proceeded: “Yes, another door will 
open. It will be the door to the bottom- 
less pit—the door of hell!”—Sent by 
Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Too apt are we to rest in life received, 
and not to be doing every day something 
for our Lord; either earnestly engaged in 
prayer, speaking affectionately to sinners, 
overcoming our selfish passions, or exercis- 
ing mercy to our needy brethren; but it is 
by abounding in every good work, that our 
light shines before men, and we stand con- 
fessed the workmanship of God in Christ. 
—Henry Venn, 1768, in “Lady Huntington 
and Her Friends.” 
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Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





Mareriats: Electric iron, toaster, 
radio, light. 











ERE are just a few things we use 
electricity for. First, we had our 

lights. Some of us remember that time. 
Then came our electric irons, and some of 
you can remember how wonderful we 
thought them. Soon followed all sorts of 
things: toasters, radios, vacuum cleaners, 
waffle irons, percolators, heaters, and 
ranges, so that now we have our all-elec- 
tric houses where almost every household 
duty is done by pressing an electric button. 

In fact, in our civilization, electricity is 
one of the most necessary things, yes, one 
of the greatest things, and yet electricity is 
a useless thing in itself until it is harnessed 
and becomes our servant. It is because it 
is such a great servant that it is so great. 

Jesus Christ said that the test of great- 
ness is our service. The chief among us 
must be the servant of all.. And the Lord 
was the greatest Servant of all. He who 
is the Lord of Glory came to. minister to 
poor lost sinners, and even gave his life a 
ransom for these same sinners. 

Are we willing to be servants? Do we 
count ourselves greater than our Lord? 

Mopesto, CAL. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thou hast in thy Word 
so clearly set forth the wrongfulness of self- 
seeking. We are so easily inclined to be selfish. 
We strive so hard to gain things for self, that 
we forget the need for the pouring out of life 
in service for thee. Even as the disciples de- 
bated their possible promotion to the chief place, 
so we have missed again and again the mar- 
velous privilege of close fellowship with thy- 
self, through thinking of personal gains accord- 
ing to the world’s standards. Our Father, we 
would not be like this. We greatly need to be 
humbled and cast down before thee, until we 
are profoundly grateful for any place in thy 
service, not deserving through any merit of our 
own, but granted such privilege through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—This whole Gospel 
of Mark is the full and swiftly told story 
of Jesus of Nazareth, who is here set forth 
as the suffering Servant. It is the Servant 
Gospel, and this lesson today does not show 
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what the world thinks of unselfish service, 
but what God thinks of it. His thought is 
final. His tests are not to be disputed. If 
you are ever tempted to thrust self forward 
and seek to have a high place, or to set 
yourself before others and to be widely 
known, set this lesson before you and say 
to yourself, “Do I realize what the Word 
of God has to say about true greatness?” 
Noise and glitter and show do not mean 
greatness. A business man had on his desk 
this motto, “Come third.” One of his friends 
who saw it asked what it meant. He said, 
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“I keep it there to remind myself that God 
comes first; then second, the folks around 
me; and last of.all myself.” It was a good 
reminder, It had a big meaning. Would 
you like to have a card of that sort just 
in front of you, and have your life mean 
just what that card says? ‘Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Spirit of Perpetual Youth.—He 
took oa child, and set him in the midst of 
them (Mark 9:36). As I take up this 
note I am sitting in the barber shop await- 
ing the call of “Next.” It is the nineteenth 
day of June, the loveliest month of the year, 
“then if ever come perfect days,” and to- 
morrow is my birthday. How old? Never 
mind which one—oh, well, if you must 
know, it’s the umpty fifth. We have a fam- 
ily party with all the grandchildren. And 
do you know, I am likely to be the young- 
est kid there, — Elizabeth Jane and I. No 
one looking in the window, nor you, would 
ever guess my age. The reason for that 
is, I am in the Sunday-school game and 
have been for a long time. Thirty-eight 
—yes, 38 years at little old Rock Run 
Mission, plus a dozen concurrent years 
when I was also superintendent of the big 
home school. 

So all the years, once every week, I 
have been soaked and double soaked in the 
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youthful spirit that bubbles forth among 
the Juniors, Primary, and Beginners. Say, 
folks, this Paradise spirit beats the old 
John Barleycorn, Apple Jack spirit all to 
smithereens as a preserver (Matt. 18: 4, 
10). 

A couple of little nine and eleven-year- 
old girls of Rock Run, whose daddy was 
killed a while ago by an automobile running 
him down while on his way to work, were 
“taking a wash home.” They passed our 
gate, and stopped to say “Hello” to Mrs. 
Ridgway. They inquired for me. “Oh, 
Mrs. Ridgway, do you know we are all 
crazy about Mr. Ridgway up at Rock 
Run!” That’s what keeps a fellow young. 
In the love of little children is the perpetual 
youth old Ponce de Leon hoped to find in 
Florida — and here it is at the “Rock Runs” 
all the tizne! 


“Keeping Up with the Joneses!’’—For 
he that is not against us is on our part 
(v. 40). In every community there are 
many folks who never darken a church 
door, except for a wedding or a funeral or 
a special service for a lodge, school, or 
something. Mr. and Mrs. Jones ignore the 
presence of the church. I have heard 
church folks severely criticize the Joneses. 
“Regular heathens.” “Disgraceful.” Yet 
while Jones seems to have no religion him- 
self—he has nothing against it. Chil- 
dren, while they are little, are sent to Sun- 
day-school, while Jones and the Mrs. loaf 
—or play games. Now here we have the 
authority of the Master that since Jones 
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is not against us church folks he “is on our 
part.” 

So be nice to Jones and don’t “sass” him. 
The fact of the matter is, when special 
meetings are held or some Billy Sunday 
sort of evangelist comes to town, it is often 
this very “Jones” who “goes forward.” I 
can tell you some thrilling stories. Is it 
not the part of us church folks, since Jones 
is on our part, since Jones is not against 
us, yea, since Jones is “shinnying” on our 
side (the hockey girls will understand), 
why should not we church folks be busy 
“keeping up with the Joneses”? 

We spend our days in touch with the 
Joneses. They come into our offices, our 
stores, our homes. They work next to us 
in shop and mill. ’Tis true Jones is no 
angel. His language on provocation and 
no provocation may not be parlor stuff. He 
may serve cocktails and be known as a 
decided “wet.” But not being against us is 
on our part. Consequently, Brother Jones 
is our game. If he happens to be one of 
those who has his own private bootlegger, 
so much better the “hunt.” To change the 
figure a little, it is more fun to fish for 
bass than for suckers! 


What You Are.—If thy hand offend 
thee, cut it off (v. 43). This is only a 
manner of speaking. The Master does not 
ask anyone having difficulty living up to 
the high standards of the Christian life to 
submit to mayhem. We are taught that 
our bodies are holy (John 2:21; 1 Cor. 
3:17; 6:19). Ifa man or woman is “light 
fingered,” cutting off the fingers will not 
cut off the desire to steal. If a man is a 
“Peeping Tom,” blinding him will not make 
him a decent neighbor. 


In Eugene Sue’s “Mysteries of Paris,” 


the author shows how a plan for curing 
criminals by putting out their eyes failed 
to work. If the virago has her bad tongue 
cut out, she will write the ugly words, and 
if-you would cut off the writing hand she 
would soon educate the other. I have seen 
mutes grow expressive with their hands. 
You know the old one of the deaf and 
dumb fellow of. whom it was said, “He has 
an impediment in his speech.” He lost a 
part of one finger to a circular saw! How- 
ever, here is the Scripture— “For as he 
thinketh in his heart, so is he” (Prov. 23: 
7). 
The criminal in the jail is a murderer, a 
thief, a gangster, a fire bug, a bigamist, or 
whatever, even though his criminal activ- 
ities are all cut off by stone walls, boiler 
plate, and steel bars. Browning in his 
“Saul” says, “Not what man does,. but 
what man would do makes him great.’ And 
the converse is true. It is the mean things 
we would do that make us vile and hateful. 
The members of our bodies are only the 
servants of our will. To make a better 
machine of the faulty rattle trap is not a 
matter of trimming off here and a new part 
there, but just a case of throwing the whole 
contraption into the furnace and bringing 
it out in a new creation. Yes, you have it 
— “born again.” This is why signing the 
pledge, the various cures, the “cuttings out,” 
and “swearings off” are all apt to be fail- 
ures. The victims have never been reborn. 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
w 


Cureistian YoutH is the Times weekly 
paper for young people. : 


|? 





| 


a enn ne nL A LECCE EN 





Lesson for April 23 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Heart of the Lesson: “Put ye on the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 


1. The necklace of loving-kindness. 
2. Where I may get this necklace. 
3. What the beads are. 

4. Satan’s necklace. 











HEARD of a little girl of whom it was 

said that wherever she went she made it 
easier for others to do the right thing. 
Wouldn't you all like to have that said of 
you? Well, you may! I am sure you all 
want to know how, so I will tell you the 
secret. It is by wearing the necklace of 
loving-kindness. Do you say, “I would 
like to have one, but where can I get it?” 
There is only one Person who can give you 
the genuine necklace which lasts forever. 
There are many imitation ones, but their 
beads break very easily, so do not be con- 
tent until you have the genuine one whose 
beads never break. 

These beads belong to a great Prince, 
and he has promised to give a beautiful 
necklace of them as a present to all who 
ask him for one! I think I hear some one 
say, “Oh, how easy!” But it is not so easy, 
after all, for we have a great Enemy who 
does not want us to wear this necklace, 
and the Prince does not give it to us to 
keep shut away in a drawer, to be looked 
at occasionally and admired, but to wear 
always and to use. Those who wear it are 
known at once as his followers, so the 
great Enemy sends his servants to do all 
they can to make them leave it off. Now 
I wonder if you have guessed who the great 
Prince is? Yes, the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Prince of Peace; and the great Enemy, of 
course, is Satan. Now shall we ask the 
Prinee to give us this necklace today? 

I am sure you are all longing to know 
what the beads of this beautiful necklace 
are like. They are threaded on a golden 
chain called “love,” and three of them are 
mentioned in our Memory Verse! Let us 
see who can find them. 

Discuss other “beads” with the children, 
and point out how much time the Lord 
Jesus spent in just being kind to people. 
Bring out the thought that that is how 
he wants us to behave; and how much 
happier it makes our playmates when we 
are kind and loving and unselfish. True 
greatness lies in being able to take the low- 
est place willingly. The Lord Jesus took 
a very low place when he came to earth as 
a tiny, helpless baby, without even a bed 
to lie on. . Yet he was the King of kings 
and Maker of the world. See what he 
says in Mark 9:37. A little child is very 
weak and unimportant, yet the Lord Jesus 
says that when we are kind and loving to 
those weaker than ourselves it is as if we 
are being kind and loving to him. What a 
beautiful thought! 

Explain verses 41 to 43 carefully. The 
Lord Jesus here says it would be better to 
cut off our right hand than that it should 
hurt some one else, or cause us to sin. 


Expression Work 


Draw two necklaces on the blackboard. 
One to ‘represent the loving-kindness neck- 
lace, and the other to represent one of 
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Satan’s...Let the children give names to 
the beads. Satan’s, of course, is threaded 
with selfishness, greed, hard-heartedness, 
bad temper, and so on, which quickly break 
any bead of love or kindness which may be 
between. 


Yorx, Enc. 
ae 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Bigness. 

Discussion: Show how the great, accord- 
ing to the world’s standards, sooner or 
later topple and fall. On the other hand, 
show how that quality of greatness which 
is according to the standards of Jesus 
makes that greatness eternal. 


Objective: Living a great life. 


AY, fellows, what is bigness? What 

does it take to make a really big man? 
You are interested — everybody is interested 
in a big man. The crowd will climb all 
over itself to see a world champion pass 
by. Yet the crowd may be a poor guide 
in sizing up a fellow. Here are some of 
the elements or factors by which the 
worldly-wise ascribe greatness: Noise; 
skill; prowess; wealth; endurance; brute 
strength; genius; fame. 

Yet, fellows, none of these, nor all com- 
bined, can constitute true greatness, ac- 
cording to the highest authority. And, 
“Who is the highest authority?” do you 
ask. Well, who do you think? I am sure 
you will agree we cannot risk any but One 
who is greatest of all to fix the standard 
of measurement. That One is our Lord 
Jesus Christ. His supreme greatness and 
his wisdom cannot be questioned. So we 
will let his own words in today’s lesson 
show us how to measure true bigness. 

The disciples had been disputing among 
themselves as to which of them should be 
greatest in the kingdom they were expect- 
ing Jesus to establish. He answered them, 
“If any man desire to be first [or greatest], 
the same shall be last of all, and servant 
of all” (Mark 9:35). At another time he 
said to the disciples, “Whosoever will be 
great among you, let him be your minister ; 
and whosoever will be chief among you, let 
him be your servant: even as the Son of 
man came not to be ministered unto, but 
to minister, and to give his life a ransom 
for many” (Matt.+20: 26-28). 

So here is the measure of greatness: not 
noise, but quietness; not skill, but kindness ; 
not prowess, but service; not wealth, but 
generosity; not endurance, but faith; not 
brute strength, but tenderness; not genius, 
but love; not fame, but sacrifice. 

Thus you see, fellows, by the standards 
of Jesus —the One who is most competent 
to judge — you and I, just ordinary mor- 
tals, without any of those high sounding 
characteristics by which the world grades 
bigness — you and I who may have de- 
spaired of ever being great—are now 
made eligible to that high distinction. 

That looks good to me — does it not look 
good to you? For, frankly, wouldn’t we 
like to be great? Sure. It is a worthy 
aspiration. 

Nor does a fellow have to cover so much 
territory as might appear. If you in your 
little sphere, and I in jmine, can manage 
to make each day bring some good to some 
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other fellow; if when we “pass out,” it can 
be truly said that life for others was made 
more comfortable or happier, or better, bé- 
cause we lived —then we will have been 
great, in the degree that we forgot our- 
selves in making that true. 

Let’s be great, fellows, by the standards 
of Jesus. 


Greenssoro, N, C. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories 





JESUS RERVKES 
SELF SEEKING 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Mark’s record of the teaching of the 
Christ regarding discipleship: 

(1) In positive expression. 

(2) In negative restraint. 











OLLOWING the vivid story of the 

miracle performed at the foot of the 
very mountain of the transfiguration Mark 
records some of the teachings of our Lord 
to his own disciples — one of the compara- 
tively few such passages in this Gospel. 
You can help your girls to gather these 
teachings under the two groups suggested 
above: (1) the things to be done; (2) the 
things not to be done by the true followers 
of Jesus Christ. 


(1) The first one of these you find in 
verse 29 of Mark 9, where Jesus taught 
the necessity for real prayer (“with fast- 
ing,” some texts read — concentrated, agon- 
izing prayer) to do the work waiting for 
his followers, 

Once more back in Capernaum he illus- 
trates by the example of the little child in 
his arms the positive spirit of humility his 
followers must have — the receiving such in 
his name being equivalent to receiving the 
Father who sent his Son, “Receive . .. in 
my name’’ — what does this mean? Does it 
not imply taking children, and those whom 
they typify, into our reckoning — teaching, 
guiding, helping, loving, serving them? The 
“servant of all,” he said —the active min- 
ister to their needs, doing things for others, 
especially for little children. 

Who among your girls is older sister to 
little children? Who is expecting and pre- 
paring to teach or serve childhood? Who 
is not dreaming of her own little ones, some 
day to be mothered by her? Jn his name 
let her “receive” to the fullest limit of her 
opportunities all such little children. 


(2) But there follows one of the most 
solemn passages in the whole record of the 
Teacher’s life, warning his disciples what 
they must not do, in contrast to giving even 
the cup of cold water in his name. Ask 
your girls to think earnestly of what they 
are doing, maybe thoughtlessly, to cause 
these little believing ones to stumble. 

Of course this. passage has another and 
larger (?) meaning, but also, very literally 
this — that we older ones who offend the 
ones “little” in age or development would 
better be put entirely out of their way. 
Do not try to evade this first meaning of 
this passage, especially for your “big sis- 
ter” listeners. How much better to cast 
away even precious and needed possessions, 
and parts of our very lives, than to hold 
them to our own and others’ undoing! The 
denial of things that harm ourselves or 
others is as truly a part of discipleship as 
ministering in our Master’s name. These are 
the two parts that make the whole of put- 
ting others first and self last, for Jesus’ 
sake, 

Home Study 


Memorize verses 36, 37 and 41, 42, this 
week, to be added to next week from the 
tenth chapter of Mark. We do well. to 
learn by heart ali our Lord said about chil- 
dren. 


Decatur, GA. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for April 23) 


Apparently the one our Lord regarded 
as his “home,” — so translated in some modern 
versions, — and probably Peter’s, where he 
seems on other occasions to have felt. much 
“at home.” Note the ready friendliness -of 
the little child to come to him even among 
so many grown-ups, and the evident affection 
between the child and the Master —a child 
accustomed to the Lord’s presence in his 
home? 


2. They were expecting the Kingdom of 
God to be set up very soon, and concluded 
that earthly positions of honor swe be given 
in re Kingdom. Read Luke 19: 

. “He needed not that anyone should bear 
laieen concerning man; for he himself knew 
what was in man’ (John 2:25). Again, they 
must have been “afraid” of such a Master 
(see 9: 32; 4:41, etc.), 

4. It showed what little conception they 
had of the character and the mission of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

5. Pride. 


6. Chrisi’s commendation of Peter when he 
made the great confession, the choosing of the 
three to go up the mountain, the failure of 
the nine to cast out the demon. 

7. Peter and John. Read 1 Peter 5:5, 6 
and 1 John 3: 11, 23; 4:7. 

8. Self-sacrifice. 


9. Setting at naught Christians in other de- 
nominational groups than our own. 

10. Literally an ‘“ass-stone,” one large 
enough to require the strength of an ass to 
turn it—not the household millstone turned 
by two women. So our Lord makes emphatic 
the complete putting away of any who offend 
one of his little ones. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer.Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Apr. 3c. Stories Jesus Told. Matt. 21 : 28-32; 
22 : I-10. 

May 7. Right and Wrong Ambitions. Phil. 1: 
21; Luke 1: : 43. (Consecration meeting.) 
May 14. Overcoming Problems in Home Life. 

Eph, 6: 1-4. (Mother’s Day.) 
May 2t. What Parts of the World Are Still 
without Christ? Acts 16 : 8-13. 





. Sunday, April 23 


Problems about Prayer 
(Matt. 6 : 5-13; Mark 11 : 20-26) 





Mon.—Is prayer answered? (1 John 5: 14). 

Tues.—W hen God answers “No” (2 Cor. 12: 
7-10). 

Wed.—Why some prayers fail (Mark 11: 
20-26 


). 
Thurs. AW? vering faith (Jas. 1 : §-8). 
Fri.—Self-willed prayer (Deut. % t 21-29). 
Sat.—Ask for things Christ would ask for 
(John 14 : 13, 14). 











What help do you get from prayer? 

What is your greatest difficulty with regard 
to prayer? 

What sort of things should we pray for? 


RAYER is an offering up of our de- 

sires to God, for the things agreeable 
to his will, in the name of Christ, with 
confession of our sins, and thankful ac- 
knov'ledgment of his mercies.—W estmin- 
ster Catechism. 


Prayer is a powerful thing; for God 
has bound and: tied "himself there unto.— 
Martin Luther. 


Prayer is not cogquering God's reluc- 


tance, but taking -held of God's willing- 
ness.—Philips Brookp, 


‘dressed to the Father (v. 9). 


April 8, 1933 


Prayer is the voice of faith——Horne. 

Any man who is too busy to pray may 
depend upon it that he is busier than God 
ever intended “he should be—Minute Men. 

we 

“What help do we get from prayer?” 
We might just as profitably ask, “What 
help do we get from breathing?” Prayer 
is the breath of the spirit. Just as in the 
physical realm, breathing is absolutely. es- 
sential to the maintenance of life, so 
prayer is absolutely necessary to the main- 
tenance of the spiritual life. 

The Lord Jesus recognized prayer’s im- 
portance in his own life, for we read again 
and again that he slipped away from the 
crowd, and often from his own disciples, 
to pray. His recognition of prayer’s im- 
portance is seen also in the repeated in- 
structions he gave to his disciples as to 
how they should pray and his continued 
urge upon them to pray. 


we 

Two portions have been chosen from 
his many teachings on prayer for our Scrip- 
ture lesson. Perhaps we might divide these 
two portions under three headings, — (1) 
the method, (2) the manner, and @) the 
might of prayer. 

Matthew 6, verses 5 to 8, gives us the 
method. Prayer is to be offered in secret 
(v. 6). This verse by no means puts a 
prohibition on praying in public, where 
the prayer is sincere and from the heart. 
But it does. forbid in no uncertain terms 
praying in public for the sake of being seen 
and heard of others (v. 5).. Since prayer 
is essentially communion and _ fellowship 
between the individual and God, such a 
fellowship and communion can be had with- 
out danger of interruption or distraction 
only when we go to some place where 
others may be shut out. It is. true, of 
course, that the heart cry to God in the 
midst of a crowd will be heard. But such 
prayer is for emergency, and is quite dif- 
ferent from the uninterrupted and unhur- 
ried talking with God that may be done 
in one’s “closet.” 

We learn also that the method of prayer 
is to be one of sincerity and freedom from 
repetition (v. 7). The reason. follows im- 
mediately. God is our Father. He knows 
before we ask him what we need (v. 7). 
Therefore the answer depends not on our 
many words, but upon the loving concern 
of our heavenly Father. 

Prayer is also to be offered in faith, be- 
lieving that we have the answer (1 John 
5:14; Mark 11:24). Prayer must be of- 
fered according to God’s will (1 John 5: 
14), and with hearts cleansed from sin 
(Mark 11:25, 26 and Psalm 66: 18). 


w 

To illustrate the manner of prayer the 
Lord gave his disciples a sample prayer 
(Matt. 6:9-15). Notice that it is ad- 
It begins 
with worship (v. 9). It asks first for the 
coming of God’s Kingdom on earth (v. 
10) which is. the highest and best that 
we can possibly ask for others. Then 
comes the recognition that God is the source 
of our daily life, and the simple asking for 
that which is necessary (v. 11)., It con- 


cludes with an implied acknowledgment 
of our own helplessness and weakness and 
with a plea for deliverance jn time of temp- 
tation and evil (v. 13). Here we have most 
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Lesson. for April 23 


of the elements of true prayer, — worship, 
intercession, petition, praise. 


5 4 
The might of prayer coupled with faith 
is shown by the Lord’s, statement concern- 
ing the moving of a mountain (Mark 11: 
23). Prayer does change things! God's 
Word is full of testimony to this fact. 
Have you proved it experimentally in your 
own life? 
ye 


But perhaps some of us are asking, 
“What sort of things may we ask for?” 
Are we justified in asking God for any- 
thing that we want? Obviously we can- 
not go to God and ask him for that which 
we know is evil. He is the giver only of 
good gifts. But on the other hand, every 
wish, no matter how small or how great, 
may safely be taken to our heavenly 
Father. If we know the desires of our 
hearts to be evil, what better can we do 
than tell our heavenly Father about it, 
and ask him to deal with such desires? If 
the desire, as far as we know, is good, then 
we may, with a sincere heart, ask God to 
grant the desire, always with the proviso, 
however, that it is only to be granted ac- 
cording to his will. 

Our petitions may sometimes be for things 
that are not good for us, or that would 
injure others. God may not be able to 
grant other requests because the time is 
not ripe. But if our hearts are right 
toward him, we may safely lay before him 
every longing, with the assurance that, if 
we are mistaken, he will gently withhold. 
If the thing we desire is good, he will 
freely give according to his bounty and 
mercy. 

5-4 


But, after all, is not our greatest diff- 
culty in prayer that of actually praying? 
If God can get us to come to him in prayer, 
he has an opportunity to show us our mis- 
takes and to correct our wrong praying. 
But if we neglect prayer, he has little 
chance to help us. Far better it is to offer 
a faulty, stumbling prayer than to offer 
none at all. You will remember that. the 
disciples said not, “Lord, teach us how to 
pray,” but, “Lord, teach us to pray.” May 
we not with profit ask God to do this for 
us? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





Children at Home 








Outdoors in April 
By Lillian M. Weeks - 


This is the second of four stories show- 
ing what ‘birds may be seen in March, 
April, and May. 


T WAS the second week in April and a 

warm rain had been falling all morning. 

Katherine was,afraid they would have 
to give up their bird walk, but about noon 
the sun peeped out, and soon the sky was 
all blue and the grass looked so green it 
seemed as though you could almost see it 
growing. 

Promptly at two o’clock Aunt Margaret 
arrived, and they started down the street 
and stopped for Frances and Billy. 
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“T have ten birds on my list,” called 
Billy, “but I don’t know all their names.” 

“T have fifteen,” said Katherine. “How 
many have you, Frances?” ‘ 

“Only nine, but I know them all but one, 
It was a little gray bird about the size 
of a sparrow, with a topknot like a red- 
bird’s and brownish streaks on its sides.” 

“That’s a tufted titmouse,” said Kath- 
erine. “Aunt Margaret told me or I 
wouldn’t have known it either.” 

“Let’s compare lists,” said Aunt Mar- 
garet. “Every one has English sparrows, 
bluebirds, robins, meadow larks, crows, and 
wild geese, for we saw that many last 
time.” 

“Yes, and I have a redbird and chicka- 
dees and a tufted titmouse,” said Frances. 

“Let’s call the redbird the cardinal, for 
that is his right name,” said Aunt Mar- 
garet. “What else have you, Biliy?” 

“A little brown bird that looks like a 
sparrow, only not so big, and it has a 
striped breast with a spot in the middle. 
Then I heard it sing one day, and English 
sparrows don’t sing do they?” 

“No,” replied Aunt Margaret, “and your 
bird is the song sparrow, one that sings 
nearly the whole year. Did you try to put 
it’s song into words? Some one thinks it 
says, ‘Charlotte, Charlotte, don’t you hear 
me whistle?’ I suppose Charlotte is his 
wife. Listen, there is one now.” 

From a near-by fence post came the 
sweet notes from a little bird whose color 
blended so well with the post he would 
hardly have been noticed if he had not been 
singing. 

“What else have you on your list, Kath- 
erine?” 

“IT have a downy woodpecker and a 
phoebe. Phoebe told me her name herself, so 
I didn’t have to look her up. And some 
starlings and blackbirds and one I didn’t 
know. He was almost as big as a robin 
and was black with some brown and white 
on him. When I first saw him he was on 
the ground scratching in the leaves like 
a chicken.” 

“That was a towhee. He is very good 
about telling his name also, although some 
people think he says ‘chewink.’” 

By this time they had reached the or- 
chard back of the village. They crossed 
the creek and followed a path along its 
bank for some distance. Ahead in a clump 
of willows a flock of large birds were 
swinging on the branches and calling “o 
ka lee” to each other. As they drew nearer 
they could see that they were black with 
red bars edged with buff on their shoul- 
ders. 

“Oh, what are they?” cried Billy. 

“I know,” said Katherine, “I read about 
them in my bird guide. They are red- 
winged blackbirds, aren’t they, Aunt Mar- 
garet?” 

“Yes, they are waiting for their wives 
who travel in flocks by themselves. When 
they arrive each of the males will choose 
a mate, and the rest of the flock of females 
will go on until they find another group of 
males waiting for them.” 

“How interesting!” exclaimed Frances 
“T didn’t know birds did such interesting 
things.” 

“Yes,” replied Aunt Margaret, “there are 
lots ef things we can learn about them, and 
just now when they are mating and building 
their nests is the most interesting time to 
watch them” 
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They were walking on when out of the 
air above them came a mournful, “Killdee, 
Killdee.” 

Looking up they saw some birds that 
showed a good deal of white flying high 
in the air above them. 

“There is another bird that tells its 
name,” said Aunt Margaret, “a killdeer. 
It is a species of plover, but is often found 
far inland. Look they are coming down.” 

In a graceful downward flight the birds 
landed on a marshy meadow not far from 
where the children were standing. They 
had a good look at their beautiful mark- 
ings, grayish brown above with white breast 
and under parts, and two black bands across 
their breasts, and a chestnut tail. They 
noticed that they were about the size of 
robins, with longer legs, although their 
longer wings had made them seem larger 
when they were flying. 

“Once, when I was about as old as you, 
Katherine, I found the eggs of a killdeer,” 
said Aunt Margaret. “They make no nest, 
but lay their four spotted eggs in a little 
hollow on the ground. The young ones 
are covered with down and run as soon as 
they are hatched instead of staying in the 
nest two or three weeks like other birds.” 

Coming to a little bridge across the 
stream, Katherine exclaimed, “There’s my 
phoebe bird sitting on that limb. Hear him 
saying ‘phoebe, phoebe.’ I guess he’s call- 
ing his mate. I wonder if she has come 
yet.” 

“Let’s look under the bridge,” suggested 
Aunt Margaret. 

They climbed down the slippery bank, 
and looking . about, Aunt ‘Margaret ex- 
claimed, “I thought so. There is their 
nest.” 

Startled by their voices a little gray 
bird slipped away from what looked at 
first like a bunch of moss lying on one of 
the supporting timbers of the bridge. 

“We'll come back again in a couple of 
weeks and watch them feed their babies.” 

“That’s our first nest,” said Frances. 
“Let’s keep a list of the nests we find and 
where they are and what they are made of 
if we can tell.” 

They climbed the hill and watched the 
river winding through the valley and 
pointed out the wild plum trees which were 
already dressed in snowy white, while a 
distant hilltop was turning pink with the 
opening buds of a peach orchard. : 

“Let’s count the colors,” said Billy. 
“Blue sky, green grass, white clouds, pink 
peach blossoms.” 

“Brown earth,” added Katherine pointing 
to a plowed field. 

“Gray tree trunks,” said Frances, “and 
yellow dandelions,” as she stooped and 
picked one. 

“And a redbird with a black throat,” 
added Aunt Margaret as a cardinal flew to 
a tree near them and started whistling, 
“Good cheer! Good cheer !” 

And so through a rainbow-tinted world 
they started home. 


(To be continued) 
we 


Don’t you want a handy binder in which 
to keep your copies of Tue Sunpay 
ScHoot Times? Send in four Get Ac- 
quainted subscriptions (25 cents, each, for 
10 weeks), and the binder is yours (price 
of the binder, $1). 
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God's Word 


in the Inauguration 




















(Concluded from page 242) 


the awful prophecy of the Revelation, of 
the locusts like horses coming out of the 
smoke of the abyss, whose torment will 
be as the torment of the scorpion. 

His second reference, following soon 
after, is taken from the Gospels. When 
the President sharply referred to the “prac- 
tices of the unscrupulous money changers,” 
he used a phrase, “money changers,” which 
does not literally apply to those engaged in 
most of our banking transactions today, but 
that he had this scene from our Lord’s life 
in mind is seen in his seccnd use of the 
phrase: “The money changers have fled 
from their high seats in the temple of our 
civilization.” 

It is remarkable that Mr. Roosevelt’s 
third reference to the Scriptures should be 
a direct quotation of the very passage which 
Mr. Hoover chose when he was inaugu- 
rated four years before, the famous words 
of Solomon, “Where there is no vision, 
the people perish” (Prov. 29:18). In fact, 
Mr. Roosevelt referred to at least two Old 
Testament passages concerning vision, when 
he said of “the rulers of the exchange of 
mankind’s goods” that “they have no vision, 
and where there is no vision the people 
perish.” Early in the days of Israel’s 
judges we are told that “there was no 
open vision” (1 Sam. 3:1); and Micah 
gives a picture of dark days surely like 
unto those in which we live: “Therefore 
night shall be unto you, that ye shall not 
have a vision; and it shall be dark unto 
you, that ye shall not divine; and the sun 
shall go down over the prophets, and the 
day shall be dark over them” (Mic. 3:6). 

The President’s fourth use of Biblical 
phrases was again from our Lord's lips. 
“These dark days,” said Mr. Roosevelt, 
“will be worth all they cost us if they teach 
us that our true destiny is not to be min- 
istered unto, but to minister to ourselves 
and to our fellow men.” 

His three closing sentences are full of 
Scriptural phrases: “In this dedication of 
a nation we humbly ask the blessing of 
God. May he protect each and every one 
of us. May he guide me in the days to 
come.” 

Thus, as Mrs. Ruth Bryan Owen, the 
daughter of one of the greatest Christians 
and one of the most influential members of 
the party to which Mr. Roosevelt belongs 
ever had, William Jennings Bryan, wrote 
a few hours after Mr. Roosevelt’s message : 
“In the solemn hour of inauguration, a 
nation’s thought was turned from man’s 
fallibility to God’s omnipotence. In this 
latest hour in American history there rose 
from the lips and hearts of the listening 
millions man’s oldest yearning — the long- 
ing for the sustaining and protecting help 
of God.” 

May the Lord grant that the administra- 
tion of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
sO auspiciously begun in the atmosphere of 
the Holy Scriptures, may be led. and’ en- 
lightened by the eternal truth and righteous- 
ness which shines forth from the pages of 
the Word of- God! 














THEY'LL BE MISSEDI 


Those timely articles by Ralph C. Norton, 
and Wilbur M. Smith, announced on page 243 


of this issue, will be missed by many ardent 


teachers and Christian workers. 


UNLESS— 


Those of you who have had the keen 
insight and good judgment to be on the TIMES 
list year in and year out tell your friends, 
who are not now subscribers, about these two 
series—one on “the man of the century,” 
and the other on “‘this century of men.” 


And you can offer them an opportunity 
to have all of these articles for just twenty-five 
cents,— all included in a Ten Weeks Get Ac- 

uainted subscription to the TIMEs, beginning 
pril 22 and ending June 24. 


Three Special Offers 


For four of these Ten Weeks subscrip- 
tions at 25 cents each, we will send you a beau- 
tiful Bible, in Kraft binding, and very readable 
type, with maps and illustrations, and Bible 
study helps; or—a binder that will hold one 
year's issues of the TIMEs, together with the 
annual index; or—a _ Bible-picture jig saw 


puzzle, 200 pieces, interlocking, on 3-ply 
wood. 


This Offer is Open to Alll Subscribers — 


including Club Secretaries and Club members. 
Here is a good way to add to your present 
club, or to pave the way for starting a new 
club; in either case, you will be introducing 
the TIMES to many who will welcome it. 


_ When sending in your order, please state 
which of the three gifts you prefer to have 
—the Bible, the Times binder, or the Bible- 
picture jig saw puzzle. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 North Thirteenth Street {Philadelphia, Pa. 


























Lesson for April 23 


Robert Harkness’ Summer Tour 


AR. AND MRS. ROBERT HARK- 

. NESS. will conduct a continent-wide 
series of sacred musical-services during the 
spring and summer months. TrMEs readers 
are well acquainted .with Mr. Harkness’ 
work through the large number of hymns 
he has written, and his musical setting for 
the Golden Texts published monthly in the 
Times. The coming tour will emphasize 
the Gospel message of the atonement, the 
resurrection, and the return of the Lord. 
The sane, sound character of these services 
of spiritual inspiration makes them welcome 
in- all. churches that stand for the funda- 
mental truths of the Word of God. The 
presentation of the Gospel message in this 
unique way has been greatly blessed in 
former tours. Mrs. Harkness sings many of 
her husband’s compositions, and Mr. Hark- 
ness plays his own hymns with beautiful 
variations, and frequently composes 
choruses for Bible texts given him during 
the meetings. 

_Mr. and Mrs. Harkness do not ask that 
any sum be guaranteed for these meetings, 
but at each service an offering is taken. 

The tour will begin early in May, and 
the proposed itinerary is as follows: 

Salem, Ore.; Portland, Ore.; Tacoma, 
Wash.; Seattle, Wash.; Bellingham, Wash.; 
Victoria, B. C.; Vancouver, B, C.; Kelowna, 
B. C.; Kamloups, B. C.; Lake Louise; Banff, 
Alta. ; Calgary, Alta.; Edmonton, Alta. ; Medi- 
cine Hat, Alta.; Swift Current, Sask.; Moose 
Jaw, Sask.; Saskatoon, Sask.; Prince Albert, 
Sask.; Regina, Sask.; Winnipeg, Man.; Fort 
William, Ont.; Toronto, Ont.; Ottawa, Ont.; 
Montreal, Que. ; Quebec, Que.; Boston, Mass. ; 
New York, N. Y.; Rochester, N. Y.; Hamil- 
ton, Ont.; London, Ont.; Detroit, Mich.; To- 
ledo, Ohio; Chicago, Il.; Kansas City, Mo.; 
Cedar. Rapids, Ia.; Omaha, Neb.; Denver, 
Saget ; Colorado Springs, Colo. ; Albuquerque, 

Those who would like to arrange meet- 
ings should write at once to Robert Hark- 
ness, Box 204, South Pasadena, Cal. 


Where to Obtain 
Miss Flint's Poems 


LARGE number of the poems ‘of the 
late Annie Johnson Flint are printed 
on attractive cards. There is a series of 
buff cards at 25 cents a dozen, or $1.25 a 
hundred ; and other cards, including colored 
hristmas cards, at 10 cents each. These 
may all be ordered from Miss Helen A. 
Casterline, Eden, N. Y. 

Miss Flint’s seven books of poems may 
be secured from The Evangelical Pub- 
lishers, 366 Bay Street, Toronto, Can., at 
40 cents each postpaid. 


we 
- A Camp for Christian Girls 


FTEEN hundred feet above sea level 
and located on a spur of the Catskills, 


: there has stood for over twenty years a 


camp for Christian girls. It is built on 
a promontory overlooking historic Mohawk 
valley and aptly fits its name, “Camp 
Pinnacle.” o: 
There girls of all ages are drawn from 
the cities to the quiet of a mountain top, 
many for the first time, to meet a tender 
and merciful Lord. There Jesus Christ is 
lifted up, and- crooked paths made straight. 
“With God all things are possible,” runs 
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like a refrain through the lives of those’ 


who direct. Marvels of grace are manifest 


in transformed lives, running over with; 
a new-found joy. For Christ is lifted up° 


at Camp Pinnacle. 


Ample time is found for recreation and; 
all outdoor sports. Then in the quiet of: 


a summer evening, strong voices blend in 
songs of praise, heads bow in prayer, and 
there follows a message from God’s Word, 
And as the stars come out, lingering feet 
tread slowly toward rustic shacks and 
breezy tents. Inaudible whispers of thanks 
ascend to a gracious Father for the joy of 
a day spent in his presence. 

Camp Pinnacle is fifteen miles west of 
Albany, N. Y. Correspondence may be 
addressed to the Young Women’s Bible 
Training Movement, 281 State Street, Al- 
bany, N. Y. 
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Would You Like to 
Help Little Jimmy ? 
By Hugh D. Smith 


Mr. Hugh Smith is a brother of Wade C. Smith, 
well known to Times readers, and is a missionary 
to the Navajo Indians. 


IMMY NELSON, though eighteen 

years of age, is known as “Little 
Jimmy.” When he was twelve he suf- 
fered a stroke of paralysis which left him 
without the use of his legs and feet, so 
that he has used crutches for six years. 
He lives at Lees Ferry, one hundred and 
thirty-five miles from the nearest railroad 
and five miles from the highway and post 
office of Marble Canyon. Jimmy is very 
bright, and hence, with something to read, 
can get through the long days without de- 
spairing ; but being young he longs to get 
out as others do and do the things we all 
like to do. He lives in a big cotton-wood 
grove in a little log house with his mother, 
two brothers, and a sister younger than 
himself. 

I am thinking that some of the readers 
of the Times might like to send something 
to Jimmy. Anything, however — simple, 
would be acceptable to help him while 
away the hours, and could be addressed to 
Jimmy Nelson, Marble Canyon, Ariz. 





[With the New Books 


Class-Room Lectures on the Apostles’ 
Creed. By Ross T. Campbell, D.D. (Ster- 
ling Bulletin Print, Sterling, Kans., $1.) 
Thousands of people recite the Apostles’ 
Creed week by week in the churches and 
at some time or other the thought which 
accompanies the act is one of inquiry as 
to the meaning of its terms. It is openly 
stated in some places that believers with 
intellectual difficulties may be permitted to 
recite the Creed with mental reservations. 
There is undoubtedly in such churches a 
confessed difficulty about’ the formalism 
which often surrounds the recital of the 
Creed. Perhaps this is due to the fact 
that so few people have been given an 
adequate opportunity to understand it. In 
some places its definite doctrinal and his- 
torical declarations are either openiy 
avoided or misinterpreted to meet the de- 
mands of a so-called liberalism. It is re- 
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freshing to find a book which expounds the 
Apostle’s Creed with proper -skill, clear-cut 
conviction, and practical interpretation. The 
title, while exact, will-not attract a general 
reader who is finished with academic 
courses. However, it is more than a text- 
book. There is nothing musty about it. 
There are seventeen lectures. Each lec- 
ture is brightened by apt illustrations. It 
is a vividly interesting book. The divisions 
of the book are so efficient and absorb- 
ing as to make it invaluable for family 
reading, church school class work, young 
people’s societies, cottage’ meetings, and 
group assemblies for the Christian educa- 
tion of new church members. It is simple 
enough to meet a common need and pro- 
found withal. At the end of each lecture a 
group of questions for class discussion is 
given. Many a pastor ought to read this 
book to find out how rich is the preaching 
material of the Apostles’ Creed. Dr. 
Campbell shows us how to make the study 
of the creed interesting and vital. To 
awaken new interest in the Apostles’ Creed 
at this time would be a great contribution 
to the work of bringing to church people 
a greater and surer knowledge of the fun- 
damentals of the Christian faith. 


Heaven’s Cure for Earth’s Care. By 
George Henderson. (Published by G. F. 
Vallance, Barkingside, Essex, Eng. May 
be ordered from the Times Book Service, 
68 cents, postpaid.) When were the “pa- 
tience and comfort of the scriptures” more 
needed than today? (Rom. 15:4.) No 
other consolation can really satisfy in these 
dark days. The strength of Mr. Hender- 
son’s little volume of 137 pages lies in its 
Scriptural foundation. The three sections 
deal with the past, present, and future. In 
the Introduction and first section the blood 
atonement of the Lord Jesus is clearly set 
forth:-as the way of forgiveness, and free- 
dom from the burden of past sin. In the 
section on the present, which is the long- 
est, Mr. Henderson discusses among others 
such well-known trials as loneliness, de- 
spondency, worry, affliction, the brevity of 
life, and the shadow of war. Briefly and 
clearly he points out the cause of the trou- 
ble, and then offers the real remedy, bas- 
ing all that he says on sound common sense 
and the Bible. The book is full of quo- 
tations from beautiful hymns, poems, and 
other devotional writings. It is a suitable 
gift for all in trouble, and will bring much 
cheer and encouragement to all who read it. 


Christ in the Creed. By W. Graham 
Scroggie, D.D. (Published by Marshall, 
Morgan and Scott, London. May be or- 
dered from the Times Book Service, 30 
cents postpaid.) Light gleams from every 
facet of that perfect gem of truth, the 
Apostles’ Creed, briefest and greatest of all 
statements of the Christian faith. The im- 
portance of the first two words, “I believe,” 
is here convincingly discussed, and some 
interesting facts are brought out. There 
are but one hundred and ten words in the 
creed, and ten of these are simply affirma- 
tion of belief in the articles stated. Of the 
remaining one hundred, eighty relate to 
the Triune God, and twenty to the Chris- 
tian Church. Nine tell of the Father, three 
of the Holy Spirit, but sixty-eight of the 
Son. It is noteworthy, too, that his life 
on earth is entirely omitted, “who was 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate.” His whole earthly career 
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comes between, and the creed leaps from 
the Incarnation to the Crucifixion. The 
reason for this is shown. ‘The last twenty 
words of the creed are not taken up, which 
will be regretted by many, but it is never- 
theless a most rich and rewarding study of 
the place of the Lord Jesus in the Chris- 
tian faith. 
we 


Christian Literature for the Blind 


HE Braille Circulating Library, which 

is in the Y. M. C. A. Building of 
Richmond, Va., and which circulates the 
books and tracts of James H. McConkey 
among the blind all over the world, is now 
beginning to add the works of other Chris- 
tian authors. 

Those who have given permission to have 
their books used in this way when free will 
offerings justify it are: Mildred Berry, 
Alice McLure Borton, S. D. Gordon, 








A FULL LINE OF 
S. S. LITERATURE 


Following the International Uniform 
Lesson Topics 
Sample pack on application 


The “Bible | Expositor 


and Illuminator” 
Is a Quarterly of 160 pages 
It is a regular S. S. Commentary 
640 LARGE SIZE PAGES A YEAR 
Sample lesson on application 
ADDRESS 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680 CLEVELAND, OHIO 























** Opposite the Grand Central Station” 


MURRAY HILL HOTEL 


Park Ave. 40th to 41st Sts. 
NEW YORK 


A delightful, distinctive hotel appeal- 
ing to conservative people . . . where 
a true personal interest is shown in 
your patronage. 
Pleasant, commodious rooms that 
range from $2 per day. 


Ideally Suited to 
Sunday School Times Readers 








“THE GREAT TRIBULAT.ON” 
A NEW BOOK BY REV. T. RICHARD DUNHAM 
FOREWORD BY DR. WILLIAM L. PETTINGILL 


It shows what The Great Tribulation is, when it will 
take place, whom it will affect, who will escape it, when 
it willend, and what the outcome will be. It is the most 
complete work on the subject we have found anywhere : 
ver timely, Scriptural, and as Dr. Pettingill says, ‘‘clear 
and convincing.” 25c postpaid; Five for $1.00. 


FUNDAMENTAL TRUTH STORE, Box 26, Hoytville, Ohio 


A Whole Year for $1.00 
me [ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-school teaching a pleasure ! 


&@ Write far Special Introdactory Prices 
for Sunday Schools 


158 Fifth Avenue, New York 





THE ILLUSTRATOR, 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


James M. Gray, Dyson Hague, Mrs. Frank 
Hamilton,»-H. A. Ironside, L. L. Legters, 
W. B. Riiey, and C. G. Trumbull, Editor 
of Tue Sunpay Scuoot Trmes. Those 
who are interested in seeing favorite books 
and tracts embossed in Braille and sent as 
a free loan to the blind all over the world, 
and who are willing to pray toward that 
end, are requested to write the Secretary, 
Louise H. McCraw, Braille Circulating 
Library, Y. M. C. A. Building, Richmond, 
Va. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


April 17 to 23 

Mon.—Mark 9 : 33-37. 
Jesus Rebukes Self-Seeking. 
PrayER SuGGESTIONS: Self-sought hon- 
ors are illusions. The surest way to get 
to the rear is to push to the front in Chris- 
tian work. The Lord has rebukes for mod- 
ern disciples who foster vain rivalries. 
May the Lord graciously save us from 
vainglory and instill in our hearts his own 
lowliness of heart. Pray for the Bible 
House of Los Angeles, Cal., founded in 
1901, which aims to give the Word of 
God to people who do not possess it and 
who are “without God and without hope.” 


Tues.—Mark 9 : 38-50. 
Jesus Condemns Intolerance. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Where to draw 
the line of separation between friend and 
foe is one of the world’s persistent prob- 
lems. If folks are “not against us” Christ 
taught that under many circumstances they 
are “for us.” It is a serious thing to 
hinder testimony for Christ even though 
it falls short of our own ideal. The Bible 
House of Los Angeles seeks to supply 
Scriptures free to missionaries and accred- 
ited native workers connected with faith 
missions. Pray for it. 


Wed.—1 Corinthians 10 : 23-33. 
Self-Denial for Others. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: What is permis- 
sible may <6t be of profit either to our- 
selves or to others. The temptation to 
“seek our own” at the expense of a neigh- 
bor’s good is one, which if overcome 
through the grace of Christ, will make 
for effectual Christian service. Not our 
own advantage, but that of many is the 
Christian course. The Bible House of Los 
Angeles circidates the “underscored” Span- 
ish New Testament especially in Latin 
America. Prov that God may continue to 
bless and enlarge this ministry. 


Thurs.—Genesis 13 : 1-13. 
Abraham’s Unselfishness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Selfishness is un- 
reasonable. The Spirit of self-denial shown 
by Abraham took account of the divine and 
human effects. The rich grace of God in 
Christ impels the believer to consider life 
in all its relations. The Bible House of 
Los Angeles secks to supply the need of the 
people in all Roman Catholic lands for the 
Word of God in their own languages. Pray 
that God's blessing may attend thts service. 


(Lesson for April 23) April 8, 1933 


Fri.—Exodus 32 : 30-35. 
The Unselfishness of Moses. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Prayer is an un- 
selfish grace. We intercede for others -al- 
ways at personal cost. The more Christ- 
like we become the more-we will want to 
be praying for others. Love to God and 
for his people will constrain self-denial 
for the priestly ministry of intercession. 
The Bible House of Los Angeles is used 
of God in ministering to the people of Mos- 
lem lands through their Arabic “Selected 
Portions from the Word of God.” Pray 
for this labor of love. 


Sat.—John 13: 1-15. Jesus Our Example. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: True greatness is 
lowly. True worth has a ministering, hum- 
ble spirit. “He took the form of a servant,” 
exemplified in this passage is an age- 
long exhortation to serve lovingly as occa- 
sion affords the beloved people of God. 
Missionaries and field workers in Roman 
Catholic lands greatly appreciate the Scrip- 
tures sent them by the Bible House of Los 
Angeles, because many of the people io 
whom they minister are either too poor 
or too indifferent in the first instance, to 
buy them. Pray for them. 


Sun.—1 Corinthians 13 : 1-13. 
The Supreme Motive. 
PraYER SuGceEstions: By such Christ- 
like love, serve one another. . If “the love 
of Christ constraineth,” the service of love 
will never fail of abiding fruitage. “Covet” 
more of this heavenly love in all your con- 
tacts, conversations, associations, and min- 
istrations. The Bible House of Los An- 
geles is duly incorporated under the laws 
of California to publish and circulate the 
Scriptures. The work is conducted along 
faith lines and no funds are ever solicited. 
Pray for @ continuation and an extension 
of this ministry. Headquarters: 927 South 
Westmoreland Avenue, Los Angeles, Cal. 
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The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 

$2—One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $2 each, per year. One copy, 
five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents for 
postage to these rates; 
tions add 50 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 4 — 


the following rates, payable in advance, 
the United States and Possessions. These? 
rates include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to ind 
vidual addresses, 75 cents each, per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in 
package to only one address, 52 cents eac 
per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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